
Medication Administration

1. Introduction

Medication administration is giving drugs to patients safely and correctly.

It is a key nursing responsibility requiring accuracy and care.

2. The Rights of Administration

Right patient: confirm identity before giving any drug.

Right drug, dose, route, and time: verify each against the prescription.

Right documentation: record the medication immediately after giving.

3. Routes of Administration

Oral: by mouth, the most common route.

Parenteral: by injection, such as intramuscular or intravenous.

Other routes include topical, inhaled, and rectal.

4. Safety Measures

Check the prescription, drug label, and expiry date carefully.

Watch for allergies and known drug interactions.

Observe the patient for side effects after administration.

5. Documentation and Reporting

Record the drug, dose, time, and route accurately.

Report and document any errors or adverse reactions.

6. Summary

Safe medication administration follows the rights of administration, correct routes, and

careful checking, documentation, and monitoring.
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