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Definition

e Parasitology is the branch of biology that deals with the study of parasites, their hosts, and
the relationship between them.

Types of Parasites

1. Protozoa: Single-celled organisms like Plasmodium (causes malaria) and Giardia.
2. Helminths: Multicellular organisms including roundworms, tapeworms, and flukes.
3. Ectoparasites: Parasites that live on the surface of the host's body, such as fleas and lice.

Host-Parasite Relationship

e Parasites depend on their host for survival and reproduction, while the host may suffer harm
or disease as a result of the parasitic infection.

Transmission of Parasites

e Parasites can be transmitted through various means, including contaminated food and
water, insect vectors, and direct contact with infected individuals.

Impact on Human Health

e Parasitic infections can lead to a wide range of health problems, from mild discomfort to
severe diseases, depending on the type of parasite and the host's immune response.

Diagnosis and Treatment

¢ Diagnosis of parasitic infections often involves microscopic examination of samples like
blood, stool, or tissue. Treatment may include antiparasitic drugs and supportive care.

Prevention and Control

e Measures to prevent parasitic infections include practicing good hygiene, avoiding
contaminated food and water, using insect repellents, and deworming pets regularly.

Research and Future Directions
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e Ongoing research in parasitology aims to develop new diagnostic toogs, treatments, and
preventive strategies to combat parasitic diseases more effectively.

Page 2 | Back to Ynet StudyHub


https://ynetstudyhub.com
https://ynetstudyhub.com

