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(A concise, structured overview for study or qui nce

1. Foundations — Early Human Gatherings

Period Key Characteristics Representative Events

Pre?historic (c.? Rituals, seasonal rites, communal o ,
o o ?Megalithic ceremonies, hunter?
30,0007-?5,000? feasting; informal coordination through

gatherer festivals.

BCE) oral tradition.
) S Formalized religious & civic ) )

Ancient Civilizations _ ?Egyptian Opet Festival, Greek
ceremonies; emergence of _ _

(c.?5,0007-?75007? ) ) ) Olympic Games, Babylonian New
professional “organizers” (priests, )

BCE) _ Year (Akitu).
scribes).

Classical Antiquity  State?sponsored spectacles; use of ~ ?Roman gladiatorial games,
(c.?500?BCE?-?500 dedicated venues (amphitheaters, Greek theater festivals, Chinese
?CE) temples). imperial banquets.

Take?away: Early events were driven by religious, political, or agricultural cycles. Organization
relied on hierarchical authority and ritual specialists rather than a distinct profession.

2. Medieval to Early Modern Period (500?7-?1800)

Era Organizational Shifts Notable Developments
Guilds, monasteries, and feudal courts ?Chartered market fairs (e.g.,
Middle Ages coordinated fairs, tournaments, and Champagne fairs), Crusader
pilgrimages. processions.

) ?Milanese “feste”, Elizabethan
) Rise of patronage; courtly spectacles become
Renaissance N court masques, early opera
tools of political propaganda. _
productions.
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Era Organizational Shifts Notable Developments

Professional imMailﬂ a)g?e mejaftn

. . _ . ?Paris Opéra (1669), Handel's
Baroque & Rich, Pierre Beaumarchais). Public theaters,

Royal Academy of Music

Enlightenment  opera houses, and concert series
(1719).

institutionalize audience expectations.

) ) . ?World’s Fairs (e.g., 1851
) Mass transportation (railways, steamships)
Industrial London Crystal Palace), large

. expands geographic reach; printed media . _
Revolution ?scale expositions, circus

creates broader promotion.
tours.

Key Insight: The shift from exclusive courtly events to public, ticketed spectacles laid the
groundwork for modern event?business models.

3. Birth of the Modern Event Industry (19007-?1950)

Decade Milestones Technological / Social Drivers

First professional “event planner” (e.g., Ellen o
?Telegraph, early advertising

1900s Whitaker in New York) emerges; trade magazines _
agencies.
appear.
Growth of conventions & trade shows; formation of _
1910s? _ o o ?Mass media (newspapers,
International Association of Exhibitions and , ,
1920s radio), rise of consumer culture.

Events (IAEE) (1928).

1930s? Large political rallies and war?time morale events ?Advances in sound

1940s (e.g., Hollywood Victory Caravan). amplification, portable lighting.
“Event management” coined as a distinct _ _

Post? ) _ ?Air travel democratizes
profession; emergence of dedicated school L

World _ _ _ _ attendance; television introduces
programs (e.g., University of California, Berkeley

War?ll live broadcast of events.

hospitality courses).

Take?away: Professionalization accelerated as events became strategic tools for commerce,

politics, and culture
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