
Introduction to Cosmetology Tools

Quick reference guide for students and professionals

1. Overview

Cosmetology tools are the essential instruments that allow beauty professionals to perform hair,

skin, and nail services safely, efficiently, and with consistent results. Mastery of these tools

includes knowing:

Category Primary Functions Typical Materials

Hair Cutting, styling, coloring, texturizing
Stainless steel, carbon steel, ceramic,

titanium

Skin
Cleansing, exfoliation, treatment

application
Plastic, silicone, stainless steel

Nail Shaping, filing, polishing, removal Glass, metal, acrylic, polymer

2. Hair?Related Tools

Tool Description Key Features Common Uses

Scissors/Shears
Precision cutting

instrument

Sharp, beveled edges;

ergonomic handles;

adjustable tension

Haircuts, layering,

texturizing

Thinning Shears
Scissors with

notched blades

1?2?mm teeth spacing;

reduces bulk without

changing length

Thinning, blending,

removing volume

Clippers
Motor?driven

cutting device

Adjustable guard sizes,

detachable blades,

detachable motor head

Taper fades, buzz cuts,

short styles

Straightening/Iron Flat heated plates

Ceramic or titanium plates;

temperature control (150?450

?°F)

Straightening,

smoothing, curling (with

reverse?taper plates)
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Tool Description Key Features Common Uses

Curling Iron/Wand
Heated barrel,

varying diameters

Ceramic/tourmaline coating;

automatic shut?off; clamp or

barrel only

Creating curls, waves,

ringlets

Blow?Dryer

Airflow device

with heating

element

Multiple speed/heat settings,

ionic technology, diffuser

attachment

Drying, volumizing,

smoothing

Brushes & Combs
Various shapes &

materials

Boar bristle, nylon, metal,

paddle, round

Detangling, styling,

distributing product

Hair Clips &

Sectionals

Clamp?type

devices

Spring?loaded, rubberized

tips, various sizes

Sectioning, holding hair

during cutting/color

Color?Mixing Bowls

& Brushes

Non?porous

containers and

applicators

Disposable or reusable; color

?coded; brush with tapered tip

Mixing dyes, applying

highlights, root touch?

ups

Capes & Neck Strips
Protective

garments

Water?resistant, disposable

or washable

Protecting client

clothing from chemicals

and debris

3. Skin?Care Tools

Tool Description Key Features Typical Applications

Facial Cleansing

Brush

Rotating or sonic

brush head

Soft silicone or bristle

heads; multiple speed

settings

Deep cleansing,

exfoliation

Extraction Tools
Stainless?steel loop

or lancet

Fine tip, ergonomic

handle, sterilizable

Blackhead/pimple

extraction

Dermaplaning Blade
Single?edge

surgical blade
Disposable, curved edge

Removing fine vellus

hair & surface dead skin

Microdermabrasion

Handpiece

Vacuum?assisted

abrasive device

Adjustable suction,

interchangeable crystals

Exfoliation, skin

resurfacing

LED Light Therapy

Panel

Light?emitting

diodes in specific

wavelengths

Red, blue, amber

options; timer function

Acne reduction, collagen

stimulation
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Tool Description Key Features Typical Applications

Skin Test Patch

Small gauze or

cotton pad with

adhesive

Pre?labeled for allergens
Patch testing for

sensitivities

Sanitizing Equipment UV cabinet, aut
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