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Understanding Child Protection
Key concepts, legal framework, roles, and practical steps

1. What Is Child Protection?

Aspect Description

Definit Actions, policies, and services that safeguard children from abuse, neglect,
efinition
exploitation, and violence.

Goal Ensure every child’s right to a safe, healthy, and nurturing environment that supports
oa
physical, emotional, and social development.

Scope Includes prevention, early identification, reporting, intervention, and follow?up care.

2. Core Principles (UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child)

Principle Meaning for Protection Work
Best interests of the child  Decisions must prioritize the child’s welfare above all else.

o All children, regardless of gender, ethnicity, disability, or status,
Non?discrimination _ )
receive equal protection.

Right to life, survival & Protection actions must support health, education, and overall
development development.

Respect for the views of the Children capable of forming opinions should be heard and their
child views considered.

Protection from all forms of Includes physical, sexual, emotional abuse, neglect, and
violence exploitation (e.qg., child labour, trafficking).

3. Types of Child Abuse & Neglect

Category Examples Indicators
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) Hitting, beating, shaking, Unexplained bruises, burns,
Physical abuse ) ]
burning fractures; fearful behavior.

. o Age?inappropriate sexual
Molestation, exploitation, o
Sexual abuse _ ] knowledge, genital injuries,
online grooming ]
withdrawal.

Emotional/psychological  Constant criticism, humiliation, Low self?esteem, anxiety, sudden
abuse isolation changes in behavior.

Neglect Failure to provide food, shelter, Poor hygiene, malnutrition,
eglec
J medical care, supervision unattended injuries.

_ o Child labour, trafficking, forced Working long hours, missing
Commercial exploitation ] ) o
begging school, signs of exploitation.

4. Legal & Policy Framework (Select Examples)

Level Instrument Key Points

) UN Convention on the Rights of the  Ratified by 196 countries; sets universal
International

Child (CRC) standards.
European Social Charter, African

Regional Charter on the Rights and Welfare of Adds region?specific obligations.
the Child

) . ) Defines duties of professionals, penalties
. Child Protection Act, Family Law,
National _ for offenders, and procedures for
Mandatory Reporting Laws . .
intervention.

Sector? Education Act, Health Care Ensure protection in schools, hospitals,
specific Regulations, Juvenile Justice Laws and courts.

Tip: Always verify the most recent statutes in your jurisdiction, as amendments occur regularly.

5. Roles & Responsibilities

Stakeholder Primary Duties

Parents / Caregivers Provide safe environment, respond to needs, report concerns.
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Stakeholder

Teachers & School Staff

Health Professionals

Social Workers / Child
Protection Agencies

Law Enforcement
Community & NGOs
Judiciary

Primary Duties

Observe and document signs, follow mandatory reporting
protocols, create protective school policies.

Conduct screenings, document injuries, refer to child protection
services.

Assess risk, coordinate services, develop safety plans, monitor
outcomes.

Investigate allegations, protect victims, prosecute offenders.
Raise awareness, provide counseling, support reintegration.

Ensure child?friendly legal processes, prioritize rehabilitation.

6. The Child
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