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Passion fruit, scientifically known as Passiflora edulis, is a popular tropical fruit cultivated for its
sweet, aromatic, and nutrient-rich pulp. Here are some key points to consider when starting
passion fruit production:

1. Climate and Soil Requirements:

e Passion fruit thrives in tropical and subtropical climates with temperatures between 68-86°F
(20-30°C).
e It requires well-drained, sandy loam soil with a pH level between 6.5-7.5 for optimal growth.

2. Propagation:

e Passion fruit can be propagated from seeds, cuttings, or grafting.
e Seeds should be planted in seed beds and transplanted to the field after 2-3 months.

3. Planting:

¢ Planting should be done at the beginning of the rainy season to ensure adequate water
supply for young plants.

e Spacing between plants should be around 10-12 feet to allow for optimal growth and fruit
production.

4. Training and Support:

e Passion fruit vines are trained to climb on trellises or support structures to improve air
circulation and make fruit harvesting easier.
e Regular pruning is essential to control vine growth and promote fruit production.

5. Fertilization and Irrigation:

e Passion fruit plants require regular fertilization with a balanced NPK fertilizer to ensure
healthy growth and fruit development.

e Irrigation should be done regularly, especially during dry periods, to maintain soil moisture
levels.

6. Pest and Disease Management:
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e« Common pests that affect passion fruit production include aphids, mealybugs, and fruit flies.
Regular monitoring and appropriate pest control measures are essential.

¢ Diseases like Fusarium wilt and root rot can also impact passion fruit plants. Proper
sanitation practices and fungicide application can help manage these diseases.

7. Harvesting and Post-Harvest Handling:

e Passion fruits are ready for harvest when they have developed full color and start to drop
from the vine.

e Handle fruits carefully to avoid bruising and store them in a well-ventilated area at room
temperature to prolong shelf life.

Passion fruit production can be a rewarding venture for farmers due to the high demand for this
exotic fruit in both local and international markets. By following proper cultivation practices and
implementing effective management strategies, farmers can achieve successful passion fruit
production and maximize their yields.
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