
Introduction to Apiary Attendance

Key concepts, why it matters, and how to manage it effectively

1. What Is Apiary Attendance?

Term Definition

Apiary A designated area where one or more bee colonies (hives) are kept.

Attendance
The regular monitoring and recording of hive activity, health, and

environmental conditions.

Apiary

Attendance

The systematic process of visiting, inspecting, and documenting each hive on

a scheduled basis.

Purpose:

Detect problems early (disease, pests, queen loss).

Optimize colony productivity (honey flow, pollination services).

Ensure compliance with local regulations and best?practice standards.

2. Why Regular Attendance Matters

Benefit Explanation

Early problem

detection

Spotting varroa mites, American foulbrood, or queenlessness before they

spread.

Yield optimization
Adjusting supers, feeding, or swarm control to maximize honey and pollen

harvests.

Data collection
Building a longitudinal dataset for each hive to inform management

decisions.

Regulatory

compliance

Many jurisdictions require records of inspections, treatments, and hive

movements.

Safety
Identifying hazards (e.g., aggressive colonies, weather risks) protects the

beekeeper and workers.
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3. Core Components of an Attendance Routine

1. Pre?Visit Planning

Review the last inspection notes and treatment schedule.

Check weather forecast (avoid strong winds, rain, or extreme temperatures).

Gather tools: smoker, hive tool, bee brush, thermometer, scale, notebook/tablet, PPE.

2. On?Site Inspection Steps

1. Approach the hive calmly – use a smoker lightly to mask alarm pheromones.

2. External check – look for dead bees, robber bees, signs of pests, and hive

orientation.

3. Weight & Temperature – record hive weight (if using a scale) and internal

temperature (30?°C?±?2?°C is ideal).

4. Open the hive – remove the outer cover, inner cover, and frames in a systematic

order.

5. Frame assessment – evaluate brood pattern, presence of queen, honey/pollen

stores, and pest loads.

6. Queen status – confirm a live, laying queen (egg pattern, brood size).

7. Pest & disease scouting – count varroa mites (e.g., alcohol wash), check for wax

moth damage, signs of foulbrood.

8. Supers & space – add or remove honey supers based on store levels and seasonal

flow.

9. Close the hive – replace frames, inner cover, and outer cover in reverse order;

ensure a snug seal.

3. Post?Visit Documentation

Date & time of inspection.

Hive identifier (number or GPS tag).

Observations (queen present, brood pattern, stores, pest counts, weather).

Actions taken (treatments, feeding, supers added/removed).

Next scheduled visit (usually 7–14?days for active colonies, longer in winter).
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4. Scheduling Frequency

Season
Recommended

Interval
Rationale

Spring (pre?flow) Every 7–10 days
Rapid colony growth, need to monitor queen health

and space.

**Summer (peak

flow
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