Swine Breeds

Swine Breeds:
1. Berkshire:

e Origin: England

e Characteristics: Black with white markings on legs, face, and tip of tail; known for meat
quality and marbling.

e Usage: Primarily used for pork production.

2. Duroc:

e Origin: United States

e Characteristics: Solid red color; known for fast growth rate and efficient feed conversion.

e Usage: Commonly used in crossbreeding programs to improve growth rate and meat
quality.

3. Hampshire:

e Origin: United States

e Characteristics: Black with a white belt encircling the body; muscular build and high lean
meat content.

e Usage: Suitable for both pork production and show purposes.

4. Landrace:

e Origin: Denmark

e Characteristics: Long-bodied with large, drooping ears; prolific and known for mothering
ability.

e Usage: Preferred for sow lines due to high litter sizes and good maternal instincts.

5. Yorkshire:

e Origin: England

e Characteristics: White color; known for high growth rate, feed efficiency, and carcass quality.

e Usage: Widely used in commercial pork production due to its prolificacy and mothering
ability.

6. Tamworth:



Swine Breeds

e Origin: England

e Characteristics: Ginger-red color; known for hardiness, foraging ability, and lean meat
quality.

e Usage: Suitable for outdoor or pasture-based production systems.

7. Pietrain:

e Origin: Belgium
e Characteristics: White with black spots; known for high muscling and meat quality.
e Usage: Commonly used in crossbreeding programs to improve carcass composition.

8. Chester White:

¢ Origin: United States
e Characteristics: White color; known for maternal traits, durability, and carcass quality.
e Usage: Suitable for both purebred breeding and crossbreeding programs.

9. Mangalitsa:

e Origin: Hungary
e Characteristics: Curly-haired and woolly-coated; known for high-quality marbled meat.
e Usage: Primarily used for specialty pork products and gourmet cuisine.

10. Large Black:

e Origin: England

e Characteristics: Large, black pigs with lop ears; known for hardiness, foraging ability, and
flavorful meat.

e Usage: Suitable for pasture-based systems and small-scale farming.

These notes provide a concise overview of various swine breeds, including their origins,
characteristics, and typical uses in pork production and breeding programs.
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