
Types of Case Studies in Education:

1. Descriptive Case Studies:

Focus on describing a specific situation or phenomenon in detail.

Typically involve gathering data through observations, interviews, and document

analysis.

Aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of the case under study.

2. Exploratory Case Studies:

Aim to explore new areas or topics where limited information is available.

Often used to generate hypotheses for further research.

Can involve interviews, surveys, or focus groups to gather preliminary data.

3. Explanatory Case Studies:

Focus on explaining causal relationships within a specific context.

Analyze factors that contribute to a particular outcome or phenomenon.

Use both qualitative and quantitative data to support conclusions.

4. Intrinsic Case Studies:

Focus on a single case that is of particular interest in its own right.

Aim to gain a deep understanding of the unique characteristics of the case.

Often used in situations where the case is considered unique or rare.

5. Instrumental Case Studies:

Use a specific case to gain insights into a broader issue or theory.

The case is selected for its ability to provide valuable information for a generalizable

principle.

Help researchers understand how theoretical concepts apply in real-world situations.

6. Collective Case Studies:

Involve the study of multiple cases to compare and contrast different situations.

Help researchers identify common patterns or themes across cases.
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Useful for exploring variations in a phenomenon across different contexts.

7. Critical Instance Case Studies:

Focus on a specific event or instance that is considered critical for understanding a

broader issue.

Often used to study pivotal moments or turning points in educational settings.

Aim to provide insights into how decisions or actions impact outcomes.

Understanding the different types of case studies in education can help researchers select the

most appropriate approach to investigate a particular research question or phenomenon. Each

type offers unique advantages and can be tailored to suit the specific goals of the study.
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