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1. Duty of Care

e Veterinarians have a duty of care to provide competent and compassionate treatment to
animals under their care.

e This duty extends to communicating effectively with clients, obtaining informed consent, and
maintaining confidentiality.

2. Informed Consent

e Veterinarians must ensure that clients understand the proposed treatment options, including
risks, benefits, and costs.

¢ Informed consent involves explaining the diagnosis, prognosis, and potential outcomes of
treatment to clients.

3. Confidentiality

e Veterinarians are required to maintain confidentiality regarding client information and animal
medical records.

¢ Disclosure of information should only occur with the client's consent or when required by
law.

4. Professional Boundaries

¢ Veterinarians must establish clear boundaries with clients to maintain professionalism and
prevent conflicts of interest.

¢ Avoiding dual relationships and conflicts of interest is essential in maintaining trust and
integrity.

5. Legal Compliance

¢ Veterinarians must adhere to federal, state, and local laws governing veterinary practice.
e This includes licensing requirements, controlled substance regulations, and reporting of
suspected animal abuse.

6. End-of-Life Care
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e Veterinarians should provide guidance and support to clients facing end-of-life decisions for

their pets. Veterinary Practice
e Euthanasia should be performed in a humane and compassionate manner, following ethical
guidelines.

7. Professional Ethics

e Veterinarians are expected to uphold ethical principles such as honesty, integrity, and
respect for animal welfare.

¢ Ethical dilemmas should be approached with careful consideration of the best interests of
the animal and client.

8. Continuing Education

e Veterinarians should engage in ongoing education to stay informed about advances in
veterinary medicine, ethics, and laws.

e Continuing education helps veterinarians provide the highest standard of care while
remaining compliant with legal requirements.

9. Conflict Resolution

e When conflicts arise between veterinarians, clients, or colleagues, it is essential to approach
the situation with professionalism and respect.

e Effective communication and conflict resolution skills are crucial in resolving disputes and
maintaining professional relationships.

10. Collaboration with Regulatory Bodies

e Veterinarians should collaborate with regulatory bodies and professional organizations to
promote ethical standards and advocate for animal welfare.

e Reporting unethical behavior or concerns to the appropriate authorities is essential in
upholding the integrity of the veterinary profession.

By adhering to ethical principles, maintaining legal compliance, and prioritizing animal welfare,
veterinarians can provide quality care while upholding the highest standards of professionalism in
their practice.
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