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1. Purpose of Horticultural Design

o Horticultural design involves planning and arranging plants in outdoor spaces to create
aesthetically pleasing and functional landscapes.

o It aims to enhance the beauty of a space, improve environmental quality, and provide
recreational opportunities.

2. Basic Elements of Horticultural Design

o Line: Refers to the visual movement created by the arrangement of plants. It can be
vertical, horizontal, diagonal, or curved.

O

Form: The shape and structure of plants, including their height, width, and texture.

o

Color: Utilizing variations in color to create visual interest and harmony.

O

Texture: The surface quality of plants, such as smooth, rough, glossy, or matte.

o

Scale: Refers to the size of plants in relation to each other and the surrounding
elements.

3. Principles of Horticultural Design

o Unity: Creating a cohesive and harmonious design by ensuring all elements work
together.

o Balance: Achieving visual stability through the distribution of elements in a design.

o Proportion: Ensuring that the size and scale of plants are appropriate for the space
they occupy.

o Rhythm: Establishing a sense of movement and flow within the design through the
repetition of elements.

o Contrast: Using differences in color, texture, form, or size to create visual interest.

4. Considerations in Horticultural Design

o Site Analysis: Understanding the environmental conditions of the site, including
sunlight, soil type, and drainage.

o Plant Selection: Choosing plants that are well-suited to the site conditions and
desired design aesthetic.
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o Maintenance: Considering the level of care required for the chosen plants and design
elements. Principles

o Seasonal Variation: Planning for changes in plant appearance throughout the
seasons to maintain visual interest year-round.

5. Implementation of Horticultural Design

o Layout: Arranging plants in a way that complements the site and achieves the desired
design goals.

o Planting: Properly installing plants according to their specific needs and spacing
requirements.

o Maintenance Plan: Establishing a schedule for watering, fertilizing, pruning, and other
necessary tasks to ensure the long-term health of the landscape.

By understanding and applying these horticultural design principles, landscape designers can
create visually appealing and sustainable outdoor spaces that enhance the overall quality of the
environment.
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