
Computer Software Basics

1. Definition: Computer software refers to a collection of data or instructions that tell a

computer how to work. It includes programs, applications, and operating systems.

2. Types of Software:

System Software: Controls the basic operations of the computer, such as managing

hardware and providing a user interface (e.g., operating systems like Windows,

macOS, Linux).

Application Software: Designed for specific tasks or functions, such as word

processing, spreadsheets, and photo editing.

3. Operating System:

Acts as an intermediary between the hardware and the user.

Manages computer resources like memory, processing power, and storage.

Examples include Microsoft Windows, macOS, and Linux distributions.

4. Applications:

Programs designed to perform specific tasks or functions.

Examples include Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint), Adobe Photoshop, and

Google Chrome.

5. Programming Languages:

Used to create software applications.

Examples include Python, Java, C++, and JavaScript.

6. Software Development:

Involves designing, coding, testing, and maintaining software.

Development tools include Integrated Development Environments (IDEs) like Visual

Studio and Xcode.

7. Software Updates:

Computer Software Basics



Regular updates improve performance, add features, and enhance security.

Users should keep their software up-to-date to benefit from the latest improvements.

8. Software Licensing:

Determines how software can be used and distributed.

Common types include proprietary (commercial), open source, and freeware.

9. Software Installation:

Process of adding software to a computer system.

Can be done from physical media (CD/DVD) or downloaded from the internet.

10. Software Troubleshooting:

Involves identifying and resolving software issues.

Common troubleshooting steps include restarting the computer, updating software,

and checking for conflicts.

Understanding the basics of computer software is essential for using computers effectively and

efficiently in various tasks and industries.
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