
Introduction to Digital Assessment

Designed as a quick?reference guide for students, educators, and anyone new to the field.

1. What Is Digital Assessment?

Aspect Traditional Assessment Digital Assessment

Medium
Paper?based tests, worksheets,

oral exams
Online quizzes, interactive simulations, e?portfolios

Delivery In?person, scheduled
Anywhere with internet access; can be

asynchronous or synchronous

Scoring
Manual marking, often time?

consuming

Automated scoring, instant feedback, analytics

dashboards

Data Limited to scores on paper
Rich metadata (time?on?task, answer patterns,

revision history)

Flexibility
Fixed format, one?time

administration

Adaptive questions, randomization, multimedia

integration

Key Definition:

Digital assessment is any evaluation of learner knowledge, skills, or competencies that is created,

delivered, completed, or scored using digital technologies.

2. Core Components

1. Content Authoring Tools

Examples: H5P, Articulate Rise, Google Forms, Microsoft Forms, Quizizz.

Purpose: Build question types (MCQ, drag?and?drop, simulations) and embed media.

2. Learning Management System (LMS) / Assessment Platform

Examples: Moodle, Canvas, Blackboard, Canvas, Schoology, Google Classroom.

Functions: Host assessments, track submissions, store grades, generate reports.
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3. Question Types & Interaction Modes

Objective: Multiple choice, true/false, matching, numeric entry.

Constructed?response: Short answer, essay, coding snippets.

Performance?based: Simulations, virtual labs, scenario?based tasks.

Adaptive: Items change based on learner responses (e.g., CAT – Computer Adaptive

Testing).

4. Feedback & Reporting

Immediate correctness feedback, hints, rubric?based scoring.

Analytics: item difficulty, discrimination index, time?on?task, mastery maps.

5. Security & Integrity Measures

Browser lockdown, proctoring (AI?driven or live), question randomization, time limits,

plagiarism detection.

3. Benefits of Digital Assessment

Benefit Explanation

Speed Automatic grading delivers results instantly.

Scalability One assessment can serve hundreds or thousands of learners.

Data?Driven Insights Detailed analytics support personalized learning paths.

Accessibility Built?in support for screen readers, captioning, adjustable fonts.

Engagement
Multimedia, gamified elements, and interactive tasks increase

motivation.

Cost Efficiency Reduces paper, printing, and manual labor expenses.

Continuous

Assessment
Enables frequent low?stakes quizzes and formative checks.

4. Common Question Types & When to Use Them

Question Type Ideal Use Example
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Multiple Choice

(Single/Multiple Answer)

Quick knowledge checks;

large cohorts

“Which of the following are renewable

energy sources?”

Matching
Assess relationships or

terminology
Match countries with their capitals.

Drag?and?Drop
Test sequencing or

classification

Arrange steps of the scientific

method.

Short Answer / Fill?in?the?

Blank

Recall of key terms,

formulas
“Define photosynthesis.”

Essay / Open?ended
Evaluate critical thinking,

synthesis

“Discuss the impact of digital media

on democracy.”

Simulation / Virtual Lab
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