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Purpose: to preserve, honor, and study the human body after death.

1. Primary Goals of Mortuary Practice

Goal
Preservation
Sanitation & Public
Health
Cultural/Religious

Respect

Legal Documentation

Facilitation of Final
Disposition

Why It Matters

Delays decomposition for
transport, viewing, or scientific
study.

Prevents disease spread and
controls odors.

Aligns with beliefs about the
body and after?life rituals.

Provides evidence for identity,
cause of death, and forensic
investigation.

Enables burial, cremation, or
alternative disposition.

Typical Methods

Embalming, refrigeration, cryonics,
chemical preservation.

Disinfection, use of protective barriers,
proper ventilation.

Specific washing rites, shrouding,
positioning, timing of burial/cremation.

Autopsy, photographic records, chain?
of?custody forms.

Preparation of casket/coffin,
placement in cremation container, eco
?burial packaging.

2. Categories of Mortuary Techniques

Category

Embalming

Refrigeration/Cold
Storage

Description

Common Settings

Injection of preservative chemicals (usually

Funeral homes, morgues

formaldehyde?based) into vascular system;

(when a public viewing is

may include cavity treatment and surface

disinfection.

Use of controlled low?temperature
environments to slow enzymatic and

bacterial activity.

planned).

Hospital morgues, mortuary
refrigeration units, disaster
response sites.
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Category Description Common Settings

Ultra?low temperatures (?196?°C) using L )
Specialized cryonics

Cryopreservation liquid nitrogen; aims for long?term eacilit
. . acilities.
preservation for future revival or research.
) Removal of implants, placement in _
Cremation _ _ ) Crematoriums, funeral
, combustible container, sometimes pre? )

Preparation _ _ directors.
cremation washing.
Shrouding, coffin placement, sometimes Cemeteries, natural burial

Burial Preparation . ) -
embalming or body dressing per tradition. grounds.

Forensic Systematic external and internal inspection, Medical examiner offices,
Examination tissue sampling, toxicology, radiology. forensic labs.
Eco?Friendly/Green Minimal chemical use, biodegradable Green burial sites, eco?
Practices containers, natural decomposition. funeral services.

3. Step?by?Step Embalming Workflow

1. Pre?embalming Inspection

o Verify identity, record condition, note any infectious disease signs.
2. Cleansing & Disinfection

o Wash body with antiseptic solution; treat oral cavity and eyes.
3. Arterial Injection

o Insert cannula (usually into the carotid or femoral artery).
o Perfuse preservative solution (typically 3—4?% formaldehyde, humectants,
disinfectants).

4. Venous Drainage
o Open a major vein (e.g., jugular) to allow blood and excess fluid to exit.
5. Cavity Treatment

o Insert a trocar into abdominal and thoracic cavities.
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o Aspirate fluids, then inject cavity fluid (often a stronger formaldehyde mixture).
6. Surface Treatment

o Apply embalming fluid or cosmetic makeup to hide discoloration.
7. Positioning & Dressing

o Align limbs, close eyes, set mouth, and dress according to cultural preferences.
8. Documentation

o Record chemicals used, volumes, and any anomalies; attach
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