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1. Definition:

o Electronic Health Records (EHRS) are digital versions of patients' paper charts. They
contain a patient's medical history, diagnoses, medications, treatment plans,
immunization dates, allergies, radiology images, and laboratory test results.

2. Benefits:

o Improved Patient Care: EHRs provide real-time, secure, and immediate access to
patient information, leading to better coordination of care.

o Efficiency: EHRs reduce paperwork and streamline workflows, saving time and
increasing productivity.

o Accuracy: Electronic records minimize errors due to illegible handwriting or
lost/misplaced files.

3. Key Features:

o Interoperability: EHR systems can communicate with each other, allowing seamless
sharing of patient information between healthcare providers.

o Security: EHRs offer advanced security measures to protect patient data from
unauthorized access.

o Customization: Healthcare providers can tailor EHR systems to meet their specific

needs and workflows.
4. Challenges:

o Cost: Implementing and maintaining EHR systems can be expensive for healthcare

organizations.

o Training: Healthcare staff may require training to effectively use EHR systems, which
can be time-consuming.

o Privacy Concerns: Ensuring the security and privacy of patient data stored in EHRs is

a major challenge.

5. Impact on Healthcare:
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o EHRs have revolutionized healthcare delivery by improving communication between
healthcare providers, reducing medical errors, and enhancing patient outcomes.
o They also facilitate population health management and data analytics to identify trends

and improve public health initiatives.

6. Future Trends:

o Artificial Intelligence: Integration of Al technologies in EHRs can help automate
tasks, analyze data for personalized medicine, and improve decision-making.

o Telemedicine: EHR systems are increasingly being integrated with telemedicine
platforms to enable remote patient consultations and monitoring.
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