
Handling and Storage of Operation Theatre Instruments

1. Handling of Instruments:

Always handle instruments with care to prevent damage or contamination.

Use proper techniques to pick up, hold, and pass instruments during procedures.

Avoid dropping or banging instruments as it can affect their functionality.

2. Cleaning and Sterilization:

Clean instruments promptly after use to prevent dried blood or tissue from hardening.

Follow standard protocols for sterilization using autoclaves, chemical sterilants, or other

approved methods.

Ensure instruments are completely dry before storage to prevent rust and bacterial growth.

3. Storage Guidelines:

Store sterilized instruments in a clean, dry, and well-ventilated area.

Use designated trays or containers to organize instruments and prevent damage.

Avoid overcrowding storage spaces to facilitate easy access and inspection of instruments.

4. Maintenance and Inspection:

Regularly inspect instruments for signs of wear, corrosion, or damage.

Replace or repair damaged instruments promptly to maintain quality and safety standards.

Keep a record of maintenance and inspection schedules for each instrument.

5. Temperature and Humidity Control:

Maintain suitable temperature and humidity levels in storage areas to prevent corrosion or

rusting.

Store sensitive instruments in climate-controlled environments if necessary.

Monitor environmental conditions regularly to ensure optimal storage conditions.

6. Segregation and Identification:

Separate sterile and non-sterile instruments to prevent cross-contamination.

Clearly label trays or containers with instrument names for easy identification.

Implement color-coded systems or other visual cues for efficient organization.

Handling and Storage of Operation Theatre

Instruments



7. Training and Education:

Provide training to staff on proper handling, cleaning, and storage procedures for operation

theatre instruments.

Educate team members on the importance of instrument care and maintenance to ensure

patient safety.

Encourage continuous learning and updates on best practices in instrument management.

By following these guidelines for handling and storage of operation theatre instruments,

healthcare facilities can maintain the quality, functionality, and safety of their equipment, ultimately

enhancing patient care and outcomes.
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