
Maintenance Protocols for Operation Theatre Instruments

1. Cleaning:

Use a mild detergent and warm water to clean instruments immediately after use.

Avoid using abrasive materials that can damage the instruments.

Pay special attention to hinges, crevices, and serrated edges.

2. Sterilization:

Follow manufacturer's guidelines for sterilization methods such as autoclaving,

chemical sterilization, or gas sterilization.

Ensure instruments are fully dried before sterilization to prevent corrosion.

Store sterilized instruments in a clean, dry environment.

3. Sharpening and Calibration:

Regularly inspect and sharpen cutting instruments like scalpels and scissors.

Calibrate instruments with moving parts to ensure accurate performance.

Use specialized sharpening and calibration services when necessary.

4. Rust Prevention:

Dry instruments thoroughly after cleaning to prevent rust formation.

Apply a thin layer of instrument lubricant or mineral oil to protect against corrosion.

Store instruments in a well-ventilated area to prevent moisture buildup.

5. Quality Control:

Establish a routine quality control process to check for instrument functionality and

condition.

Replace instruments that show signs of wear or damage to avoid compromising

surgical outcomes.

Keep detailed records of maintenance and quality control activities.

6. Training and Education:
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Provide training to staff on proper handling, cleaning, and maintenance of operation

theatre instruments.

Educate staff on the importance of following maintenance protocols to ensure patient

safety and instrument longevity.

Encourage a culture of accountability and responsibility for instrument care.

7. Emergency Repairs:

Have a system in place for immediate repair or replacement of damaged instruments

during surgery.

Maintain an emergency kit with spare instruments and tools for quick interventions.

Regularly check emergency repair equipment to ensure readiness.

8. Regular Inspections:

Conduct regular inspections of all operation theatre instruments to identify any issues

or damage.

Create a schedule for comprehensive instrument maintenance to prevent unexpected

failures.

Involve all relevant staff in inspection processes to promote collective responsibility.

By following these maintenance protocols for operation theatre instruments, healthcare facilities

can ensure the safety of patients, the effectiveness of surgical procedures, and the longevity of

valuable equipment.
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