Online Research Skills

Online Research Skills
1. Understanding the Topic:

¢ Clearly define your research topic or question.
e Break down the topic into keywords for effective online searches.

2. Choosing Reliable Sources:

e Use reputable websites ending in .gov, .edu, or .org for academic research.
e Verify the credibility of the author and the publication.

3. Refining Search Queries:

e Use advanced search features provided by search engines for precise results.
¢ Utilize quotation marks for searching exact phrases and hyphens to exclude certain words.

4. Evaluating Information:

e Assess the relevance and currency of the information.
e Check for bias, objectivity, and potential conflicts of interest.

5. Organizing and Synthesizing Information:

e Take notes using tools like Evernote or Google Keep.
e Create an outline to organize your findings and structure your research paper.

6. Avoiding Plagiarism:

e Properly cite all sources using a recognized citation style.
e Paraphrase information in your own words and use quotation marks for direct quotes.

7. Continuous Learning:

e Stay updated on new research tools and techniques.
e Seek feedback from professors or peers to improve your research skills.

By following these steps and continuously practicing your online research skills, you can become
more efficient and effective in conducting research for academic or professional purposes.
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