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1. Definition:

e Community Health Information Systems (CHIS) are comprehensive data systems that
gather, store, manage, and analyze health-related information within a community.

2. Purpose:

e The primary goal of CHIS is to improve public health outcomes by providing timely,
accurate, and accessible information to support decision-making at the community level.

3. Components:

e CHIS typically include data on demographics, health behaviors, disease prevalence,
healthcare utilization, and environmental factors.

¢ It may also incorporate electronic health records, public health surveillance data, and
information from social services.

4. Benefits:

e Facilitates evidence-based decision-making for health planning, resource allocation, and
program evaluation.

e Enhances communication and collaboration among healthcare providers, public health
agencies, and community organizations.

e Supports early detection of disease outbreaks, monitoring of health trends, and evaluation of
interventions.

5. Challenges:

e Ensuring data quality, privacy, and security to maintain public trust.

¢ Integrating data from multiple sources to create a comprehensive view of community health.

e Addressing disparities in access to technology and digital literacy that may limit the reach of
CHIS.

6. Examples:

e Health Information Exchanges (HIES) that enable sharing of health data among providers
and organizations.
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e Disease registries that track specific health conditions within a population.

e Geographic Informatii)rrﬁ/eqn‘ﬁm r@twa@y@ﬁeﬂq Bentify hotspots and trends.
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