
Introduction to Forest Policy

Key concepts, objectives, institutional framework, and major policy instruments

1. Why Forest Policy Matters

Aspect Explanation

Environmental
Forests regulate climate (carbon storage), protect watersheds, preserve

biodiversity, and prevent soil erosion.

Economic
Provide timber, non?timber forest products (NTFPs), employment, and revenue

from eco?tourism.

Social
Support livelihoods of rural communities, Indigenous peoples, and cultural

values tied to forests.

Governance
Sets rules for sustainable use, balances competing interests, and aligns national

goals with international commitments (e.g., UNFCCC, CBD, SDGs).

2. Core Objectives of Forest Policy

1. Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) – maintain forest health, productivity, and

ecosystem services for present and future generations.

2. Conservation of Biodiversity – protect habitats, endangered species, and genetic

resources.

3. Climate Change Mitigation & Adaptation – enhance carbon sequestration, reduce

emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+).

4. Livelihood Development – secure equitable access to forest resources, promote

community?based forest management (CBFM).

5. Legal Certainty & Enforcement – clarify land tenure, combat illegal logging, and

strengthen compliance mechanisms.

3. Institutional Landscape

Level Typical Actors Main Functions
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International

UNFAO, UNEP, World Bank,

International Union for Conservation

of Nature (IUCN)

Set global norms, provide technical

assistance, finance projects.

National
Ministry of Forestry / Environment,

Forest Service, Land Registry

Draft legislation, allocate budgets,

monitor compliance, issue permits.

Sub?national /

Local

State/provincial forestry agencies,

municipal authorities, traditional

councils

Implement on?the?ground plans,

manage community forest concessions,

resolve disputes.

Non?

Governmental

NGOs, research institutes, industry

associations, forest user groups

Advocacy, capacity building,

independent monitoring, market

certification (e.g., FSC, PEFC).

Private Sector
Timber companies, agroforestry

enterprises, carbon?offset developers

Operate under licences, invest in

sustainable practices, report emissions.

4. Legal Foundations

1. Constitutional provisions – often guarantee the right to a healthy environment and define

state ownership of forest lands.

2. Forest Acts / Codes – specify definitions, permissible activities, licensing procedures, and

penalties.

3. Land?Tenure Laws – clarify ownership, user rights, and community tenure (customary,

communal, private).

4. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations – require assessment of proposed

forest?related projects.

5. International Treaties – ratified agreements (e.g., Convention on Biological Diversity, Paris

Agreement) that shape national policy targets.

5. Policy Instruments

Category Tools & Examples Purpose

Regulatory

- Forest zoning (protected,

production, multiple?use zones)

- Harvest quotas and allowable cut

- Licensing & permits

Directly control activities, limit over?

exploitation.

Introduction to Forest Policy

Page 2 | Back to Ynet StudyHub 

https://ynetstudyhub.com


Category Tools & Examples Purpose

Economic

- Taxes & royalties on timber

- Payments for Ecosystem Services

(PES)

- Subsidies for reforestation, low?

impact technologies

- Carbon credit schemes (REDD+,

voluntary markets)

Incentivize sustainable behavior,

internalize environmental costs.

**Voluntary/Market

?
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