History of Forestry

History of Forestry — Structured Overview

1. Early Human Interaction with Forests

Period Region Key Developments
* Nomadic hunter?gatherers used fire to
Pre?agricultural (c. 10,000 , manage game habitats.
Worldwide

?-75,000?BCE)

Neolithic Agricultural

* Early selective cutting of trees for
tools, fuel, and shelter.

» Deforestation for fields and
settlements.

Fertile Crescent, China,

Revolution (c. 5,000?7-7?

« First evidence of intentional tree

Mesoamerica

2,000?BCE)

Egypt, Mesopotamia,
India, China,
Mesoamerica

Ancient Civilizations

planting (e.g., olive groves in the
Mediterranean).

* State?controlled timber quotas for
shipbuilding, construction, and fuel.

» Sacred groves and early conservation
taboos (e.g., “protected forests” in
ancient India).

2. Classical & Medieval Forestry

Era Region

Classical Antiquity (c. 500? Greece,

BCE?-?500?CE) Rome

Early Middle Ages (c. 5007
Europe
—71000)

Notable Practices & Texts

* Roman silvicultura manuals (e.qg., Pliny the Elder’s
Naturalis Historia).

« State?owned silvae for naval timber; regulated
coppicing and coppice?with?standards.

* Monastic lands introduced systematic coppicing and
pollarding.

 Charters granting “forest law” to protect royal hunting
grounds.



History of Forestry

Era Region Notable Practices & Texts

« Expansion of commons and forest law (e.g., English
High & Late Middle Ages £ Forest Charter 1217).
urope
(c. 1000?-71500) P » Development of pannage (pig foraging) and

silvicultural techniques for charcoal production.

3. Birth of Modern Forestry (16th?—-?19th Centuries)

Milestone Date Region Contribution
First Scientific 1597 Germany (Hans  Sylvicultura Oeconomica — coined
Forestry Treatise Carl von Carlowitz) “sustainable yield” concept.

State?run forest management for
Royal Forest

) 1620s Sweden shipbuilding; early inventory
Service
methods.
Forestry 1778 (Berlin), 1785 £ Formal education in silviculture,
urope
Academies (St. Petersburg) P measurement, and economics.
_ _ Gifford Pinchot’s apprenticeship;
American Forestry USA (Biltmore ) ) o
o 1876 introduction of scientific
Beginnings Estate)
management.
First National ) Creation of the Forest Reserve
1891 (US) United States )
Forests system (later National Forests).
_ _ ) _ Forests Act — regulated timber
Forest Legislation 1842 (UK) United Kingdom

supply for the Royal Navy.

4. Institutionalization & Global Expansion (20th Century)

4.1 International Organizations

Organization Founded Core Mission

International Union of Forest Research

o 1892 Promote forest science collaboration.
Organizations (IUFRO)

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 1045 Global forest inventory, policy advice,
— Forestry Division and capacity building.
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