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Definition

e Urbanization refers to the process by which an increasing proportion of a population lives in

cities and towns as opposed to rural areas.

Causes of Urbanization

1. Industrialization: The shift from agrarian economies to industrial ones leads to the growth

of urban centers where industries are concentrated.
2. Rural-urban migration: People move from rural areas to cities in search of better economic

opportunities, services, and infrastructure.
3. Natural population growth: Higher birth rates in urban areas compared to rural areas

contribute to urbanization.

Impact of Urbanization

1. Social Impact:

o Diversity and integration of different cultures and communities.
o Increased access to education, healthcare, and other services.
o Challenges of social inequality, crime, and social isolation.

2. Economic Impact:

o Concentration of economic activities leading to higher productivity and economic
growth.

o Creation of job opportunities in various sectors.

o Income disparities between urban and rural populations.

3. Environmental Impact:

o Increased demand for resources like water, energy, and land.
o Pollution, waste generation, and degradation of natural habitats.
o Opportunities for sustainable urban development and green initiatives.

Urban Planning and Management



Introduction to Urbanization

e Urban planning involves designing, managing, and developing urban areas to create
sustainable, efficient, and livable cities.
e Key aspects include land use planning, infrastructure development, transportation systems,

and environmental sustainability.
Challenges of Urbanization

1. Overcrowding: Strain on infrastructure, services, and resources.

2. Slums and Informal Settlements: Inadequate housing and living conditions for a significant
portion of the urban population.

3. Traffic Congestion: Inefficient transportation systems leading to congestion and pollution.

4. Environmental Degradation: Pollution, deforestation, loss of green spaces.

5. Social Inequality: Disparities in income, education, and access to services.

Conclusion

e Urbanization is a complex process with significant implications for society, the economy, and
the environment. Effective urban planning and management are essential to address the
challenges and opportunities associated with urban growth.
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