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(A concise guide for students, recent gr emerging professionals)

1. What Is an Architectural Portfolio?

Aspect Description
Definition A curated collection of visual and written work that showcases an architect’s design
thinking, technical skills, and professional experience.
Format Typically a PDF or an online platform (e.g., Behance, personal website). Physical
copies are still used for interviews or exhibitions.
Length 10?-?20 pages for most entry?level applications; senior portfolios may extend to 30?

—?40 pages, but relevance always outweighs volume.

2. Core Objectives

Objective Why It Matters

) Shows how you move from concept to solution (sketches,
Demonstrate Design Process _ ] )
diagrams, models, final renderings).

Highlight Technical Includes plans, sections, construction details, BIM models,
Competence and code compliance work.

Communicate Personal Reveals your design philosophy, influences, and what makes
Narrative your work distinct.

Match Employer/Program Tailors content to the firm’s typology, scale, or research focus,
Requirements proving a good fit.

Provide Evidence of Team projects, interdisciplinary work, and leadership roles
Collaboration illustrate professional readiness.

. Chronological or thematic progression signals learning,
Show Growth Over Time B _
adaptability, and maturity.

3. Who Is the Audience?
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Audience

What They Look For

A rchi teﬁituiElajlinB@ Eltilcal]d.a@zation, relevance to

Hiring Managers / Recruiters

Academic Admissions Committees

Clients (for freelance/independent

current vacancies.
Depth of research, theoretical grounding, originality.

Real?world problem solving, budget awareness,

work)

Peers & Critics

aesthetic appeal.

Conceptual rigor, technical detail, innovation.

Tip: Create a “viewer persona” before you start—list their priorities and adjust layout, language,

and project selection accordingly.

4. Essential Content Elements

Section

Cover Page

Table of Contents

Project Pages

Technical Appendix
(optional)

Personal Statement /
Design Philosophy

Resume (optional)

Typical Content

Name, contact info, short tagline
or logo

Page numbers, project titles

* Title & brief description (1?2
sentences)

* Design brief & role

* Process images (sketches,
diagrams, models)

* Final deliverables (plans,
renders, photos)

» Key outcomes (awards,
publications)

Detailed drawings, calculations,
BIM screenshots

Presentation Tips
Keep it clean; use high?resolution
typography.
Hyperlink for PDFs; use consistent
numbering.

» Start with a strong visual (render or
model).

» Use a grid layout (e.g., 2?column)
for balance.

» Keep captions concise; use bullet
points for clarity.

Place at the end; label clearly (e.g.,
“Appendix A — Structural Details”).

150?250 words on your approach, Write in first person, avoid jargon; tie

influences, and future direction

Education, work experience,
software proficiency, awards
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back to showcased projects.

One?page; place on the back cover
or as a separate PDF.
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5. Visual Hierardhy@EhlibgciukaldRoetfolio

1. First?Impression Rule — The first 2
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