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1. Definition

o Community development is a process where community members come together to
take collective action and generate solutions to common problems within their locality.

2. Goals of Community Development

o Empowerment: To empower community members to actively participate in decision-
making processes that affect their lives.

o Social Inclusion: To promote social inclusion and create a sense of belonging among
all community members.

o Sustainable Development: To foster sustainable development that meets the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations.

3. Key Principles
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Participation: Engaging community members in all stages of the development process.

o

Collaboration: Building partnerships with various stakeholders to leverage resources
and expertise.

o

Capacity Building: Enhancing the skills and knowledge of community members to
effectively address challenges.
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Equity: Promoting fairness and justice in resource allocation and decision-making.
4. Approaches to Community Development

o Asset-Based Community Development: Focuses on identifying and mobilizing existing
community assets to drive positive change.

o Participatory Approach: Involves active involvement of community members in
decision-making and planning processes.

o Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Aligning community development initiatives
with global goals for sustainability and social progress.

5. Challenges in Community Development

o Limited Resources: Communities may face constraints in terms of funding,
infrastructure, and access to services.
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o Power Dynamics: Unequal power relations within communities can hinder inclusive
decision-making processes.
o Sustainability: Ensuring that community development initiatives are sustainable in the

long run and not dependent on external aid.
6. Benefits of Community Development

o Strengthened Social Fabric: Building trust and social cohesion among community
members.

o Improved Quality of Life: Enhancing access to essential services, education, and
economic opportunities.

o Resilience: Building the community's capacity to adapt and thrive in the face of

challenges.
7. Conclusion

o Community development plays a vital role in fostering inclusive, sustainable, and
resilient communities. By empowering individuals and fostering collaboration,
communities can address local challenges and work towards a better future for all

members.
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