
Overview of Quantity Surveying

Definition:

Quantity surveying is a profession within the construction industry concerned with the cost

and financial management of building projects.

Roles and Responsibilities:

1. Cost Estimation: Quantity surveyors estimate and manage construction costs, ensuring

projects are completed within budget.

2. Tendering: They prepare tender documents, analyze bids, and negotiate contracts with

contractors and suppliers.

3. Cost Control: Quantity surveyors monitor project costs, track expenses, and advise on

cost-saving measures.

4. Value Engineering: They suggest alternative construction methods or materials to reduce

costs without compromising quality.

5. Risk Management: Quantity surveyors identify and manage financial risks associated with

construction projects.

Skills Required:

Proficiency in mathematics and finance

Strong analytical and problem-solving skills

Knowledge of construction methods and materials

Effective communication and negotiation skills

Attention to detail and accuracy

Qualifications:

A degree in quantity surveying, construction management, or a related field
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Professional certification from organizations like RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered

Surveyors) or AIQS (Australian Institute of Quantity Surveyors)

Career Opportunities:

Quantity surveyors can work in construction companies, consultancy firms, government

agencies, or as independent consultants.

Opportunities for specialization include cost management, project management, and dispute

resolution.

Conclusion:

Quantity surveying is a vital profession in the construction industry, ensuring projects are

financially viable and completed successfully within budget. Professionals in this field play a

crucial role in cost management and project delivery.
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