Ethical Principles in Social Work

Ethical Principles in Social Work:

1. Respect for the Individual

o Social workers must respect the inherent dignity and worth of each individual.
o They should treat clients with respect, compassion, and empathy, regardless of
differences in beliefs or backgrounds.

2. Integrity

o Social workers should act honestly and responsibly in all professional interactions.
o They must maintain high standards of personal and professional conduct.

3. Competence

o Social workers should strive to maintain and improve their professional knowledge and
skills.
o They must only provide services within their areas of competence and expertise.

4. Social Justice

o Social workers have a responsibility to promote social justice and work to eliminate
discrimination and oppression.
o They should advocate for policies and practices that promote equality and fairness.

5. Service

o Social workers should prioritize the well-being of clients and communities.
o They must provide services in a timely, respectful, and culturally sensitive manner.

6. Confidentiality

o Social workers must protect the confidentiality of client information, sharing it only
when necessary and with appropriate consent.

o They should follow legal and ethical guidelines regarding the disclosure of confidential
information.

7. Informed Consent



Ethical Principles in Social Work

o Social workers must obtain informed consent from clients before providing services or
sharing information.

o They should ensure that clients understand the purpose, risks, and benefits of any
interventions.

8. Boundaries

o Social workers should establish and maintain appropriate professional boundaries with
clients.

o They must avoid conflicts of interest and refrain from engaging in relationships that
could harm the client.

9. Self-Determination

o Social workers should support clients in making their own decisions and choices.
o They must respect and promote the autonomy and self-determination of individuals.

10. Ethical Decision-Making

o Social workers should engage in ethical decision-making processes when faced with
ethical dilemmas.

o They should consult with colleagues, supervisors, or ethical committees when
necessary to ensure the best possible outcomes for clients.
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