Introduction to Arabic Language

Introduction to the Arabic Language
(A concise guide for beginners and anyone interested in the fundamentals of Arabic)

1. Overview

Family: Semitic language, part of the Afro?Asiatic language family.

Geographic Reach: Official language in 22 countries across the Middle East and North
Africa; spoken by over 300?million native speakers.
Dialects vs. Standard:

o Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) — formal, literary, media, official documents.
o Colloquial Dialects — regional spoken varieties (e.g., Egyptian, Levantine, Gulf,
Maghrebi).
Writing Direction: Right?to?left (RTL) script.

2. Historical Development

Period Key Features Notable Milestones
Classical Arabic Language of the Qur'an; highly Qur’an (7th?c.) becomes the
(6th—9th?c.) inflected; rich poetic tradition. linguistic anchor.

_ _ _ _ Translation movement, development
Medieval Arabic Expansion through science, _
. of grammar by scholars like Al?
(9th—15th?c.) philosophy, trade. L
Farahidi, Sibawayh.
Modern Standard Standardized based on Classical _
. . Press, education, and pan?Arab
Arabic (19th? Arabic, adapted for
movements.
c.—present) contemporary use.
. Divergence from MSA,; influence ) . ]
Contemporary Dialects ) Egyptian cinema, satellite TV spread
of colonial languages and : _
(20th?c.—present) di dialects regionally.
media.

3. Arabic Script
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Feature Description
Alphabet 28 letters (some have contextual forms).

Letter
. Each letter can have up to four shapes: isolated, initial, medial, final.
orms

» Harakat (short?vowel marks: fatha???, damma???, kasra???).
Diacritics  « Suk?n (no vowel: ??).
« Shadda (gemination: ??).

. Certain letter combinations (e.g., lam + alif = “??”) are written as a single
Ligatures
connected shape.

Numerals  Two systems: Eastern Arabic?Indic (????7?...) and Western Arabic (0717?2...).

4. Phonology (Sounds)

Category Representative Sounds Notes

? (glottal stop), ? (voiceless pharyngeal , , ,
T _ - Emphatics affect neighboring
Consonants fricative), ? (voiced pharyngeal fricative), q _
_ vowels (backing).
(uvular stop), ?, ?, ?, ? (emphatic consonants)

v | Short: a?/?/?,1?1?1?, u?/?/? Long vowels are written with
owels
Long: ?,?,? letters (alif, ya, waw).
No consonant clusters at the start
Syllable (C)(C)V(C) — up to two consonants onset,
_ of a word; clusters appear across
Structure optional coda.

morpheme boundaries.

5. Morphology (Word Structure)

Arabic is
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