Historical Background of Germany

Historical Background of Germany — Study Notes

1. Early Foundations (Pre?Roman to Early Middle Ages)

Period Key Developments Significance

- Tribes such as the Suebi,

) Cherusci, Saxons, Franks, and , o
Pre?Roman Germanic . ) ) Set the ethnic and linguistic
_ Alemanni inhabited the region.
Tribes (c.?5007?BC — 1?AD) . ) roots of the German people.
- Oral traditions, warrior culture,

and tribal confederations.

- Roman provinces (e.g., Germania

. Inferior, Germania Superior) along Introduced urban planning, law,
Roman Germania (127BC

_5thoc) the Rhine and Danube. and infrastructure that later
- Military forts, trade, and limited  influenced medieval states.
Romanisation.
- Collapse of Western Roman
Empire.
Migration Period - Germanic kingdoms established: Laid the political foundations for
(vVolkerwanderung) Frankish Kingdom, Saxon later Holy Roman Empire
(4th—9th?c.) Kingdom, Bavarian Duchy. territories.

- Spread of Christianity (mission of
St.?Boniface, 8th?c.).

2. The Holy Roman Empire (962-1806)

Sub?Period Highlights Impact

- Otto | crowned “Emperor of the ) .
) Consolidated central authority;
Ottonian Dynasty Romans”. ]
, created a model of Imperial?
(962-1024) - Strong alliance between monarchy

Church partnership.
and Church.



Historical Background

Sub?Period

High Middle Ages
(11th—13th?c.)

Late Medieval Crisis
(14th—15th?c.)

Reformation &
Thirty Years’ War
(1517-1648)

Decline &
Dissolution
(1700s-1806)

Highlights
- Growth of cities, trade leagues
(Hanseatic League).
- Imperial reforms (Golden Bull of
1356) defining electors.

- Black Death, peasant revolts (e.qg.,
1525), and the Great Schism.

- Martin Luther’'s 95 Theses (1517) ?
Protestant movement.

- Thirty Years’ War (1618?71648)
devastated German lands; Peace of
Westphalia (1648) recognized state
sovereignty.

- Rise of Prussia and Austria as
dominant powers.

- Napoleon’s Confederation of the
Rhine (1806) dissolved the Holy
Roman Empire.

of Germany

Impact

Fostered economic prosperity
and a semi?federal political
structure.

Undermined feudal cohesion, set
stage for religious reform.

Fragmented the empire into over
300 semi?independent entities;
introduced modern state system.

Ended the medieval imperial
structure, paving the way for a
new German nation?state.

3. The Rise of a Unified Germany (1815-1918)

Era

German
Confederation
(1815-1866)

Prussian
Leadership
(1862-1871)

Political Milestones

- Created by the Congress of Vienna,
39 sovereign states.

- Dominated by Austria and Prussia.
- Otto von Bismarck becomes Prime
Minister (1862).

- Wars of Unification: Danish War
(1864), Austro?Prussian War (1866),
Franco?Prussian War (1870?71).
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Economic & Social Trends

Liberal nationalist movements
(e.g., 1848 Revolutions) sought
unification.

Rapid industrialisation, railway
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