
Introduction to the French Language Proficiency Exam

(Designed for learners, teachers, and anyone interested in understanding the structure, purpose,

and preparation strategies for French proficiency testing.)

1. What Is a French Language Proficiency Exam?

Aspect Description

Purpose
Measures a learner’s ability to understand, speak, read, and write French in

real?world contexts.

Typical Users
Students applying to French?speaking universities, immigrants, professionals

needing certification, and language?school graduates.

Main

International

Tests

- DELF/DALF (Diplôme d’Études en Langue Française / Diplôme Approfondi

de Langue Française) – official diplomas issued by the French Ministry of

Education.

- TEF (Test d’Évaluation de Français) – used for immigration and academic

admission.

- TCF (Test de Connaissance du Français) – widely accepted for university

entry and citizenship.

Levels

Aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference for

Languages (CEFR): A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2. Each level corresponds to

specific communicative competencies.

2. CEFR Levels at a Glance

CEFR Level Typical Descriptor Example Tasks

A1 – Beginner
Can use simple phrases, introduce self,

ask/answer basic questions.

Fill out a personal form, order

food.

A2 – Elementary
Handles routine tasks, describes

immediate environment.

Write a short postcard,

understand simple directions.

B1 – Intermediate
Deals with familiar matters, can narrate

events, give reasons.

Write a letter of complaint,

discuss travel plans.
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CEFR Level Typical Descriptor Example Tasks

B2 – Upper?

Intermediate

Understand main ideas of complex texts,

interact fluently.

Debate a social issue,

summarize a news article.

C1 – Advanced
Uses language flexibly for academic &

professional purposes.

Write a detailed report, give a

presentation.

C2 – Mastery
Near?native proficiency; can understand

any text, express nuanced ideas.

Produce scholarly articles,

interpret literary works.

3. Core Components of Most French Exams

Component Skills Assessed Typical Format
Time

Approx.

Listening

(Compréhension

orale)

Understanding spoken French

(conversations,

announcements, lectures).

Multiple?choice, true/false,

short answer; audio clips 2–5

?min.

20–30?

min

Reading

(Compréhension

écrite)

Interpreting texts (ads, articles,

letters, literary excerpts).

Multiple?choice, matching,

true/false, short answer.

30–45?

min

Writing (Expression

écrite)

Producing coherent written

French (emails, essays,

reports).

One or two tasks: a short

note + a longer composition (

?250?400?words).

45–60?

min

Speaking

(Expression orale)

Communicating verbally,

interacting with interlocutor(s).

Face?to?face interview, role?

play, presentation.

10–20?

min

Note: The exact weighting varies by exam. For example, DELF B2 allocates 25?% to each skill,

while TEF may give more weight to listening and reading for immigration purposes.

4. Exam?Specific Overviews

4.1 DELF / DALF (Ministry of Education)

| Level | Total Score (out of 100) | Passing Score |
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