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A concise, organized overview for quick study

1. Pre?Historical & Ancient Music (¢.?40,000?BCE — 5007
BCE)

Period Key Characteristics Social Role
Pre?historic (c.? Simple vocal chants, bone?flutes, Rituals, communication, bonding
40,000?BCE) rhythmic clapping. within hunter?gatherer groups.
Mesopotamia &  Lyres, harps, drums; early notation Court entertainment, religious
Egypt (cuneiform tablets). ceremonies, royal propaganda.

Modes (Dorian, Phrygian, Lydian), Education (paideia), drama, civic

Ancient Greece lyre, aulos, early theory (Pythagoras, festivals; music linked to ethics and
Aristoxenus). citizenship.

Ancient China & Guqin, pipa; raga system (India) and  Court rites, Confucian moral
India pentatonic scales (China). instruction, spiritual meditation.

2. Medieval Era (5007-?1400)

Development Musical Forms Societal Impact

) _ Unified worship across Western
Monophonic, Latin

Gregorian Chant . Christendom; reinforced church

liturgy. )

authority.

Secular Courtly love songs, early Spread of vernacular language; early
Troubadours/Trouveres polyphony. concept of the “artist” as a professional.
Organum & Early Parallel motion, later Foundations for complex composition;
Polyphony species counterpoint. increased intellectual prestige of music.

Neumes ? square Enabled preservation, teaching, and

Notation Advances ) ) o -
notation. dissemination beyond oral tradition.
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3. Renaissance (1400?-71600)

Aspect

Humanism

Printing Press (c.? Ottaviano Petrucci’'s Harmonice

1501)

Instrumental
Growth

Patronage

Highlights
Emphasis on expressive text
setting; madrigals, motets.

Musices Odhecaton.

Violin family, keyboard
(harpsichord, organ).

Influence

Music as a vehicle for personal emotion
and literary art.

Mass distribution of music; rise of the
amateur market.

Shift from vocal dominance; birth of
instrumental virtuosity.

Music as status symbol; composers

Courts of the Medici, Habsburgs.

employed as court officials.

4. Baroque (1600?7-?1750)

Feature

Basso Continuo &
Figured Bass

Opera Emergence

Ornamentation &
Contrast

Music Publishing
Boom

Representative Works

Handel's Messiah, Bach’s
Brandenburg Concertos.

Monteverdi’'s L’Orfeo,
Purcell’'s Dido & Aeneas.

Doctrine of the affections.

Increased sheet?music
sales.

Societal Context

Structured hierarchy mirrored absolutist
politics; music served both sacred and
secular power.

Public theaters created new middle?class
audiences; opera became a social gathering
point.

Music used to evoke specific emotions,
influencing rhetoric and public persuasion.
Democratization of music learning; rise of
domestic music?making.

5. Classical Era (17507-?1820)
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