
Elements of Art – Study Notes

1. Overview

The elements of art are the basic visual components that artists manipulate to create a work of

art. Mastery of these fundamentals allows artists to organize, balance, and convey meaning in

their compositions.

Element Primary Question It Answers

Line “What direction or path does the eye follow?”

Shape “What are the distinct areas or outlines?”

Form “How is depth or volume suggested?”

Space “Where are objects placed relative to each other?”

Texture “What surface quality is implied?”

Value “How light or dark is an area?”

Color “What hue, intensity, and temperature are present?”

2. Detailed Breakdown

2.1 Line

Definition: A mark with length and direction, created by a point moving across a surface.

Types & Effects

Straight vs. Curved: Order vs. fluidity.

Horizontal: Stability, calm.

Vertical: Strength, growth.

Diagonal: Movement, tension.

Implied/Invisible: Suggests edges or direction without a drawn line.

Uses: Outlining forms, leading the viewer’s eye, creating texture.

2.2 Shape
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Definition: A two?dimensional, flat, enclosed area defined by lines, color, or value.

Categories

Geometric: Squares, circles, triangles – convey order, precision.

Organic/Free?form: Irregular, natural shapes – evoke spontaneity, nature.

Function: Builds composition, defines objects, creates patterns.

2.3 Form

Definition: A three?dimensional object possessing height, width, and depth.

Representation Techniques

Modeling (shading)

Perspective (linear, atmospheric)

Overlapping shapes

Impact: Gives solidity, realism, and a sense of presence.

2.4 Space

Definition: The area within, around, and between objects.

Types

Positive Space: The occupied, “filled” areas.

Negative Space: The empty areas that define and enhance positive shapes.

Depth Cues

Linear perspective: Vanishing points, converging lines.

Overlap: Front objects cover those behind.

Size scaling: Distant objects appear smaller.

Atmospheric perspective: Distant forms become lighter, cooler, and less detailed.

2.5 Texture

Definition: The perceived surface quality—how something might feel if touched.

Kinds

Actual (tactile) texture: Real physical texture (e.g., canvas weave, sand).

Implied (visual) texture: Created through drawing or painting techniques (e.g., cross?

hatching, stippling).

Purpose: Adds realism, interest, and emotional tone.
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2.6 Value (Tone)

Definition: The lightness or darkness of a color; a
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