
Understanding the Journalism Industry – Study Notes

1. Core Definition

Term Meaning

Journalism
The systematic collection, verification, production, and distribution of news and

information to the public.

Newsroom
The hub where reporters, editors, designers, and managers coordinate the creation

of news content.

Media

Outlet

Any organization (print, broadcast, digital) that publishes or transmits journalistic

work.

2. Historical Evolution

Era Key Developments Impact on Journalism

Print Age (1600?1800)

Invention of the printing press;

first newspapers (e.g., The

Gazette).

Made news widely accessible;

introduced the concept of a public

sphere.

Golden Age of

Newspapers (late

1800s?early 1900s)

Mass?circulation papers, wire

services (AP, Reuters).

Professionalization of reporting; rise of

investigative journalism.

Broadcast Era (1920?

1970)

Radio news (e.g., BBC World

Service), TV news (e.g., CBS

Evening News).

Immediate, audio?visual delivery;

creation of news anchors as public

figures.

Digital Revolution

(1990s?present)

Internet, blogs, social media,

mobile apps.

Real?time updates, audience

interaction, new revenue models,

convergence of media formats.

Data & AI Journalism

(2020s?present)

Automated story generation,

data?driven investigations, AI?

assisted fact?checking.

Faster production, deeper analysis,

new ethical considerations.
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3. Main Types of Media

Category Sub?types Typical Formats

Print
Newspapers, magazines,

newsletters
Articles, editorials, feature stories

Broadcast Radio, television News bulletins, live reports, documentaries

Digital
Websites, news apps,

podcasts, newsletters
Articles, videos, infographics, interactive graphics

Hybrid/Converged
Newsrooms that produce

for multiple platforms

Multi?format packages (e.g., a story that appears

as a written article, a video, and a podcast

episode)

4. Key Roles & Responsibilities

Role Primary Tasks Typical Skills

Reporter / Journalist
Gather information, conduct

interviews, write stories.

Research, writing, interviewing,

ethics awareness.

Editor
Assign stories, shape content,

ensure accuracy, enforce style.

Leadership, editing, fact?checking,

deadline management.

Photographer /

Videographer

Capture visual elements, edit

images/video.

Technical camera skills, visual

storytelling, ethics of image

manipulation.

Designer / Infographics

Producer

Turn data into visual formats,

layout articles.

Graphic design, data visualization,

UI/UX basics.

News Director /

Managing Editor

Oversee newsroom operations,

budget, strategy.

Management, business acumen,

industry knowledge.

Fact?Checker /

Verification Specialist
Validate claims, sources, data.

Critical thinking, research tools,

knowledge of verification methods.

Social Media Manager
Distribute content, engage

audience, monitor trends.

Platform expertise, analytics,

community management.
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5. The News Production Process

1. Idea Generation / Pitch – Reporters propose story ideas; editors approve.

2. Research & Planning – Background reading, source identification, logistics.

3. Newsgathering – Interviews, field reporting, data collection
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