Background of Colonization

Background of Colonization — Structured Overview

1. Definition & Core Concepts

Term Meaning

Colonizati The establishment of control by a foreign power over a territory and its peoples,
olonization
typically involving settlement, economic exploitation, and political domination.

o The broader system of relationships, policies, and ideologies that sustain and
Colonialism = T
justify colonization.

| o) The policy of extending a nation's authority through territorial acquisition or
mperialism
P economic/political dominance; colonization is one form of imperialism.

2. Historical Timeline (Key Phases)

Period Regions Affected Major Powers Typical Motives
Ancient & Classical Mediterranean, Near  Greek city?states, Trade routes, resource
Era (c.?800?BC —  East, parts of Africa & Roman extraction, strategic
500?AD) Asia Republic/Empire outposts

Spain, Portugal, “God, Gold, Glory” —

Early Modern Era  Americas, West Africa,

Netherlands, England, missionary zeal, precious

(15th-17th?c.) parts of Asia .
France metals, prestige
Age of Mercantilist Caribbean, Indian Britain, France, Dutch  Mercantilist trade
Empires (17th—18th subcontinent, Republic, Denmark? monopolies, plantation
?c.) Southeast Asia, Pacific Norway economies, naval bases
) o Africa (Scramble for Britain, France, Industrial raw materials,
High Imperialism . _ _ _
Africa), Asia Germany, Belgium, new markets, national
(late 19th—early 20th _ ) _ ) S
(Indochina, China), Italy, Japan, United prestige, “civilizing

?cC.
) Pacific islands States mission”
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Period Regions Affected Major Powers Typical Motives

Nationalist movements,

. _ _ _ WWII weakening of
Decolonization (mid Former colonies Former colonial powers
metropoles, UN

?20th?c.) worldwide (mostly Europe)
pressure, Cold War
dynamics
3. Primary Drivers of Colonization
Category Explanation lllustrative Example

Need for raw materials (e.g., rubber, . _ .
_ British control of Indian textiles
Economic cotton), cheap labor, and new markets
and tea trade.
for manufactured goods.

Securing naval bases, trade routes, Portuguese outposts along the
Strategic/Geopolitical and buffer zones to protect home African coast to safeguard the
territories. Atlantic trade.
o Missionary activity, “civilizing mission,” . o
Religious & o o Spanish evangelization of the
_ belief in cultural superiority (e.qg., _
Ideological Americas.

“White Man’s Burden”).

_ Superior navigation, firearms, and Dutch East India Company’s
Technological ) ) _ _
disease resistance enabled overseas monopoly in the Indonesian

Advantage _ )

expansion. archipelago.
Demographic Overpopulation or social unrest at British transportation of
Pressures home spurred settlement abroad. convicts to Australia.

4. Mechanisms & Instruments of Control

1. Chartered Companies

o Private enterprises granted sovereign powers (e.g., British East India Company, Dutch
VOC).
o Functions: trade monopolies, tax collection, military enforcement.
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2. Treaties & Alliances

o Often unequal agreements that ceded territory or rights (e.g., Treaty of Nanking,
1842).

3. Settler Colonies

o Large influx of colonists who displaced indigenous populations (e.g., French Algeria,
settler farms in Kenya).

4. Administrative Structures

o Direct Rule: Central authority imposes its own officials (e
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