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Causes of World War [:

1. Nationalism:

o Strong feelings of nationalism and pride in one's country fueled tensions and rivalries

between nations.
o Nationalistic movements sought to assert independence and dominance, leading to

conflicts.

2. Imperialism:

o European powers competed for colonies and resources around the world.
o Imperial ambitions led to territorial disputes and heightened tensions between nations.

3. Militarism:

o Arms race among European powers increased military spending and buildup of armies

and navies.
o Military leaders had significant influence on government policies, escalating the

likelihood of conflict.

4. Alliance Systems:

o Formation of military alliances such as the Triple Entente (France, Russia, UK) and the
Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy) created a web of interlocking

agreements.
o Alliances created a situation where a conflict between two countries could quickly

escalate into a larger war involving multiple nations.
5. Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand:

o The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo in
1914 by a Serbian nationalist sparked the beginning of World War I.
o Austria-Hungary's ultimatum to Serbia and subsequent declarations of war triggered a

chain reaction of alliances and conflicts.

6. System of Secret Diplomacy:
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o Secret treaties and alliances between nations contributed to a lack of transparency

and trust in international relations.
o The lack of open communication and diplomacy hindered the resolution of conflicts

and grievances.

7. Economic Factors:

o Economic rivalries and competition for markets and resources added to the tensions

among nations.
o Trade disputes and economic interests played a role in exacerbating political and

military conflicts.

Understanding these complex and interconnected causes provides insights into the origins of
World War | and the factors that contributed to the outbreak of one of the deadliest conflicts in

history.
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