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1. Definition of Feudalism:

o Feudalism was a social, political, and economic system that dominated medieval
Europe.

o It was characterized by a hierarchical structure of land ownership and obligations
between lords and vassals.

2. Key Features:

o Hierarchy: Society was divided into different classes — monarch, nobles, knights, and
peasants.

o Land Ownership: Lords granted land (fiefs) to vassals in exchange for loyalty and
military service.

o Obligations: Vassals provided military support to their lords in times of need.

3. Roles in Feudal Society:

o Monarch: Held the highest authority but often delegated power to nobles.
o Nobles: Controlled vast estates and served as advisors to the monarch.
o Knights: Mounted warriors who served nobles in exchange for land.

o Peasants: Worked the land in exchange for protection from their lords.

4. Manorial System:

o Manor: Self-sufficient estate where peasants lived and worked under the lord's
authority.

o Serfs: Peasants bound to the land, providing labor and produce in exchange for
protection.

5. Decline of Feudalism:

o Factors such as the growth of towns, the rise of centralized monarchies, and the Black
Death contributed to the decline of feudalism.

o The development of a money economy and the shift towards a more centralized
government system also played a role.
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6. Legacy of Feudalism:

o Feudalism laid the foundation for the development of modern concepts of property
rights, hierarchy, and obligations.

o Many aspects of feudal society, such as heraldry and chivalry, continue to influence
modern culture.

7. Conclusion:

o Feudalism was a complex system that shaped medieval European society for
centuries, defining relationships between different social classes and establishing a
structured way of life based on land ownership and obligations.

Page 2 | Back to Ynet StudyHub


https://ynetstudyhub.com
https://ynetstudyhub.com

