
Definition and Scope of Political Science

Definition:

Political Science is the systematic study of the theory and practice of politics and

government.

It examines the processes, institutions, behavior, and power dynamics that govern societies

at local, national, and international levels.

Scope of Political Science:

1. Political Theory:

Focuses on the ideas, concepts, and principles underlying political systems and

governance.

Explores the works of political philosophers like Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, and

modern theorists.

2. Comparative Politics:

Compares different political systems, structures, and processes across countries.

Analyzes similarities, differences, and trends in governance, institutions, and policies.

3. Public Administration:

Studies the organization, management, and implementation of public policies and

services.

Addresses issues related to bureaucracy, public finance, and decision-making

processes.

4. International Relations:

Examines interactions among states, international organizations, and non-state actors.

Analyzes diplomacy, conflict resolution, globalization, and international law.

5. Political Economy:

Integrates economic principles with political analysis.
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Explores the relationship between politics and economic systems, policies, and

development.

6. Political Methodology:

Focuses on research methods, data analysis, and modeling in political science.

Utilizes quantitative and qualitative techniques to study political phenomena.

7. Public Policy:

Studies the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of government policies.

Addresses issues such as healthcare, education, environment, and social welfare.

8. Political Behavior:

Investigates the actions, attitudes, and decision-making processes of individuals and

groups in the political arena.

Examines voting behavior, public opinion, and political participation.

Conclusion:

Political Science is a diverse and interdisciplinary field that encompasses various subfields

and approaches to understanding politics and governance.

Its scope extends beyond theoretical debates to practical applications in shaping policies,

analyzing conflicts, and promoting good governance.
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