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Introduction to Ethics

Definition

e Ethics is a branch of philosophy that deals with what is considered right and wrong, good

and bad behavior, and moral duty.

e It involves examining and understanding the moral principles that govern a person's

behavior and decision-making.

Key Concepts

1.

Metaethics: Concerned with the nature of ethical statements, such as whether moral values
are objective or subjective.

Normative Ethics: Focuses on determining what actions are right or wrong, and which
moral principles should guide our behavior.

Applied Ethics: Involves applying ethical theories to real-world issues like medical ethics,
business ethics, and environmental ethics.

Virtue Ethics: Focuses on the moral character of individuals and the virtues that lead to a
good life.

5. Deontological Ethics: Emphasizes duty and rules in determining what is right or wrong.

6. Utilitarianism: Believes that the best action is the one that maximizes overall happiness or

well-being.

Ethical Theories

Utilitarianism: Actions are judged based on their ability to produce the greatest good for the
greatest number of people.

Kantian Ethics: Emphasizes the importance of acting out of a sense of duty and following
universal moral laws.

Virtue Ethics: Focuses on developing good character traits and moral virtues to guide
behavior.

Social Contract Theory: Moral rules are based on an implicit agreement among members
of a society.

Rights-based Ethics: Emphasizes the importance of respecting and protecting individual
rights.

Ethical Dilemmas
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e These are situations where a person must choose between two or more conflicting moral
values or duties.

e Resolving ethical dilemmas often involves weighing the consequences of different actions
and considering ethical principles.

Conclusion

e Ethics is a vital field that helps individuals, organizations, and societies navigate complex
moral issues.

e Understanding ethical theories and principles can guide decision-making and behavior
towards positive outcomes for individuals and communities.
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