Introduction to Literature Analysis

Introduction to Literature Analysis
Key concepts, steps, and tools for interpreting literary texts

1. What Is Literature Analysis?

e Definition — The systematic examination of a literary work to uncover deeper meaning,
structure, and effect.
e Purpose — Moves beyond plot summary to explore:
o Themes and ideas
o Authorial intent and historical context
o Formal elements (language, form, style)
o Reader response and impact
e Disciplines Involved — Combines skills from literary criticism, history, philosophy,
psychology, and cultural studies.

2. Core Elements to Examine

Element What to Look For Questions to Ask

Sequence of events, narrative arcs, How is the story organized? What is
Plot & Structure ) _ _ ) )
pacing, flashbacks, framing devices the climax and resolution?

Development, motivations, What drives each character? How
Characters relationships, archetypes, dynamic do they change (or not) over the
vs. static story?
Setting Time period, location, social How does setting shape the action
environment, atmosphere or mood?
Theme Central ideas, moral or philosophical What underlying messages does the
statements work convey?
First?person, third?person
. ] o o . Who tells the story and why does
Point of View limited/omniscient, unreliable

that matter?
narrator

Author’s attitude, emotional climate .
Tone & Mood What feelings does the text evoke?
for the reader
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Element What to Look For Questions to Ask

Diction, syntax, figurative language, How do word choices shape
Language & Style

imagery, symbolism meaning?
_ _ Metaphor, irony, foreshadowing, What devices reinforce the themes
Literary Devices . . o
motifs, allusion, etc. or characterizations?

Poetry, drama, novel, short story, = How does the chosen form influence

Form & Genre ) _ _
epistolary, etc. interpretation?

Historical/Cultural  Author’s biography, period events, What external factors inform the

Context social norms text?

3. The Analytical Process (Step?by?Step)

1. Close Reading

o Read the text multiple times.
o Annotate: underline key passages, note repeated words, mark unfamiliar references.

2. Identify the Basics

o Summarize plot in 2—3 sentences.
o List main characters, setting, and point of view.

3. Gather Evidence

o Collect quotes that illustrate themes, character traits, or stylistic features.

o Record page/line numbers for citation.
4. Formulate a Thesis

o A single, arguable statement that explains how the text works (e.g., “Through the motif
of mirrors, the narrator reveals the fragmented nature of identity in The Glass House

).
5. Organize Supporting Points

o Structure the essay or discussion around major elements (theme, character, language,

context).
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o Use each point to back up the thesis with textual evidence.
6. Draft and Revise

o Write clear topic sentences, integrate quotes smoothly, and explain their relevance.
o Revise for coherence, logical flow, and precise language.

4. Common Critical Approaches

Approach Focus Typical Questions
Formalism / New Text itself—structure, language, = How do form and language create
Criticism patterns meaning?

**Historical
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