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Definition:

e Sustainability refers to meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.

Key Concepts:

1. Environmental Sustainability:

o Involves preserving natural resources and ecosystems for current and future
generations.

o Focuses on reducing waste, conserving energy, and protecting biodiversity.

2. Social Sustainability:

o Concerned with promoting social well-being, equity, and justice for all individuals.

o Emphasizes access to basic needs such as healthcare, education, and safe living
conditions.

3. Economic Sustainability:

o Involves ensuring economic growth that benefits society without depleting resources or
causing harm to the environment.

o Encourages responsible business practices and fair trade.

Importance of Sustainability:

e Addresses global challenges such as climate change, resource depletion, and social
inequality.
e Promotes long-term prosperity, resilience, and well-being for communities and ecosystems.

e Encourages responsible consumption and production patterns to create a more sustainable
future.

Principles of Sustainability:
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1. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Encourages minimizing waste and maximizing resource
efficiency.

2. Sustainable Development: Balances economic growth, social progress, and environmental
protection.

3. Stakeholder Engagement: Involves involving all relevant parties in decision-making
processes.

4. Precautionary Principle: Advocates for taking preventive action in the face of uncertainty
or potential harm.

Challenges to Sustainability:

Balancing economic growth with environmental protection.

Changing consumption habits and lifestyles.

Addressing social inequities and disparities.

Implementing sustainable practices on a global scale.
Conclusion:

e Sustainability is a holistic approach that seeks to create a balance between environmental,
social, and economic considerations for the well-being of current and future generations.
Embracing sustainability principles is crucial for building a more resilient and equitable

world.
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