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1. Ancient Agricultural Policies:

e Early civilizations like Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt had policies to regulate farming,
irrigation, and land use.
e Governments controlled distribution of agricultural products and imposed taxes on farmers.

2. Feudal Agriculture:

e Feudal lords in Medieval Europe controlled agriculture through manorial systems.
e Serfs worked on the land in exchange for protection and a share of the produce.

3. Agricultural Revolution (18th-19th century):

e Enclosure Acts in England consolidated landholdings and promoted efficient farming
methods.
e Government subsidies supported agricultural innovation and productivity.

4. 20th Century Agricultural Policies:

e Great Depression led to the establishment of agricultural price supports and subsidies in
many countries.
e Farm bills in the US aimed to stabilize farm incomes and ensure food security.

5. Green Revolution (1960s-1970s):

¢ Intensive farming practices, high-yield crop varieties, and chemical inputs increased
agricultural productivity.
e Policies promoted modernization of agriculture in developing countries.

6. Modern Agricultural Policies:

e Focus on sustainable agriculture, conservation practices, and organic farming.
¢ Policies address issues like climate change, food security, and rural development.

7. Current Challenges and Trends:
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¢ Globalization impacts agricultural policies through trade agreements and market
liberalization.

e Environmental concerns drive policies towards sustainable practices and biodiversity
conservation.

8. Future Directions:

e Emphasis on technology adoption, digital agriculture, and precision farming.
e Policies may need to address climate change adaptation, water management, and food
waste reduction.

Conclusion: The history of agricultural policy reflects evolving societal needs, economic trends,
and technological advancements. By understanding past approaches and adapting to current
challenges, policymakers can shape a sustainable and resilient agricultural sector for the future.
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