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Key concepts, historical background, major frameworks, and contemporary issues

1. What Is Curriculum Studies?

Aspect

Description

The systematic investigation of the design, implementation, evaluation, and meaning

Definition

of school curricula.

Covers content selection, pedagogical methods, assessment practices, policy

Scope

influences, cultural contexts, and the lived experiences of learners and teachers.

To understand how curricula shape knowledge, skills, values, and social outcomes,

Goal

and to improve educational practice and equity.

2. Historical Milestones

Period
Late 19th?-?
early 20th?c.
1930s?-?
1940s
1960s?-?
1970s

1980s?-7?
1990s

2000s?-?
present

Key Figures

John Dewey, William
James
H.?H.?Gordon, Ralph
Tyler

Paulo Freire, Michael
Apple

Lawrence Stenhouse,

Elliot Eisner

Linda Darling?
Hammond, Andy
Hargreaves

Major Contributions
Emphasized experience?based learning; linked
curriculum to democratic society.
Introduced the “Tyler Rationale” (objectives ? content ?
organization ? evaluation).
Critical pedagogy; highlighted power, ideology, and
social justice in curricula.
Focus on teacher as curriculum developer; importance
of arts and multiple intelligences.

Emphasis on standards, accountability, and curriculum
coherence; renewed interest in culturally responsive
curricula.

3. Core Components of a Curriculum
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1. Aims / Goals — Broad educational purposes (e.g., develop critical thinkers, promote civic
participation).

2. Objectives / Learning Outcomes — Specific, measurable statements of what students
should know/do.

3. Content — Knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values selected for instruction.

4. Organization / Structure — Sequencing and grouping of content (chronological, thematic,

spiral).

Pedagogy — Teaching methods and learning activities that enact the curriculum.

Assessment — Tools and practices used to gauge achievement of objectives.

Resources — Textbooks, digital media, manipulatives, community expertise.

© N o O

Evaluation & Revision — Ongoing review to ensure relevance, effectiveness, and equity.

4. Major Theoretical Frameworks

Framework Central Idea Implications for Curriculum Design
. Knowledge is objective; Emphasis on clear objectives,
Positivist / . . ] o . )
) ) curriculum built from logical systematic instruction, standardized
Rationalist _ )
sequencing of facts. testing.

o Learning is rooted in experience Project?based learning, interdisciplinary
Progressivist _ ) ) _
and problem solving. units, student?centered inquiry.

o _ Culturally responsive content, social?
Reconstructionist / Curriculum should transform o .
justice themes, democratic classroom

Critical society and address inequities. _
practices.
o Knowledge is constructed by Scaffolding, collaborative learning,
Constructivist _ _ _
learners through interaction. authentic tasks.
Learning is mediated by Integration of community knowledge,
Sociocultural language, culture, and social multilingual resources, emphasis on
interaction. identity.
Curriculum exists within Alignment with standards, stakeholder
Ecological / Systems interlocking systems (policy, involvement, continuous feedback
community, school). loops.
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5. Curriculum Development Models

1. Tyler Model (1949)
o Steps: (1) Identify
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