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Key ideas, evidence, and implications for educators, policymakers, and learners

1. Why Literacy Matters

Dimension
Academic
achievement
Economic
outcomes
Health & well?
being
Civic
participation

Social equity

Impact

Strong reading and writing skills predict higher grades, graduation rates, and
success in later coursework (e.g., mathematics, science).

Adults with proficient literacy earn more, have lower unemployment risk, and
are better positioned for career advancement.

Literacy enables access to health information, improves medication
adherence, and supports informed decision?making.

Literate citizens are more likely to vote, engage in community activities, and
understand public policy.

Early literacy reduces achievement gaps linked to socioeconomic status,
race, and language background.

2. Foundations of Effective Literacy Instruction

1. Systematic, explicit teaching

o Breaks down phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension

into teachable components.

o Provides clear learning targets and step?by?step models.

2. Balanced approach

o Combines phonics (decoding) with meaning?focused activities (rich texts,

discussions).

o Aligns with the Science of Reading consensus.

3. Differentiated instruction
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o Uses diagnostic data to tailor support (e.g., small?group interventions, scaffolded

texts).

o Addresses diverse language backgrounds and learning profiles.

4. Formative assessment

o Frequent, low?stakes checks (running records, quick writes, oral reading fluency)

guide instruction in real time.

o Helps teachers adjust pacing and reteach concepts promptly.

5. Integration of oral language

o Conversational practice, storytelling, and listening activities strengthen the language

base for reading and writing.

3. Core Components of Literacy Instruction

Component

Phonemic

Awareness

Phonics

Vocabulary

Fluency

Comprehension

Writing

What It Is

Ability to hear, identify,
manipulate sounds in spoken
words.

Systematic linking of letters
(graphemes) to sounds
(phonemes).

Knowledge of word meanings
and usage.

Accurate, automatic reading with
appropriate expression.

Constructing meaning from text.

Expressing ideas in written form;
reinforces reading.

Typical Strategies

Rhyming games, sound segmentation,
blending drills.

Decodable texts, explicit rule teaching,
word building activities.

Direct teaching of Tier 2 words, semantic
maps, context clues.

Repeated reading, choral reading, timed
passages.

Questioning techniques (e.g., “What,
Why, How"), graphic organizers,
summarizing.

Guided writing, sentence combining, peer
feedback.

Page 2 | Back to Ynet StudyHub


https://ynetstudyhub.com

The Importance of Literacy Instruction
4. Evidence?Based Practices

Practice Research Support Implementation Tips
. _ National Reading Panel 30?45?min daily; systematic
Explicit phonics ) o )
_ . (2000); multiple meta? progression; integrate with
instruction (K?3)
analyses. decodable texts.

Dialogic reading (teacher? Strong effects on vocabulary Use “PEER” prompts (Prompt,
child interaction) growth for preschoolers. Evaluate, Expand, Repeat).

Reciprocal teaching _
. . . Improves comprehension for Small groups; rotate roles; model
(predict?question?clarify? )
_ grades 378. each step first.
summarize)

Structured word?study (m
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