History of Primary Education

History of Primary Education
(A concise, organized overview for quick study)

1. Early Foundations (Pre?Modern Era)

Period Region
Ancient Egypt (c.?3000?
aypt( Nile Valley
BCE)
Ancient Mesopotamia (c.? Sumer,
2000?BCE) Babylon

Classical Greece (5th—4th?c.

Athens, Sparta
?BCE)

Roman Empire (1st?c.?BCE
— 5th?c.?CE)

Mediterranean

Ancient China (Han Dynasty, ,
China
202?BCE-220?CE)

Key Features

* “House of the Scribe” — instruction in reading,
writing, arithmetic for a small elite.

e Curriculum centered on hieroglyphic literacy
and record?keeping.

* Clay?tablet schools (edubbas) taught
cuneiform writing and basic math.

» Boys from merchant families were the primary
attendees.

» Athenian “paideia”: reading, poetry, music,
gymnastics for free male citizens.

e Spartan “agoge”: state?run, focused on
discipline and military skills.

 Primary schooling (ludus litterarius) for boys of
the elite; literacy, arithmetic, basic law.

 Use of tabulae (wax tablets) and stilus for
writing.

 Imperial schools taught Confucian classics,
calligraphy, and arithmetic to sons of the gentry.
» Emphasis on moral cultivation and civil?service
preparation.

2. Medieval and Early Modern

Era Region

Developments

Milestones



History of Primary Education

» Cathedral schools (e.g., Chartres) taught Latin
Middle Ages £ grammar, logic, and the trivium.
urope
(5th—-15th?c.) P * Monastic schools focused on religious texts; education

remained clerical.

» Madrasas offered elementary instruction in Qur’an,
Islamic Golden Age Middle East, Arabic, arithmetic, and geometry.
(8th—13th?c.) Al-Andalus » Madrasa al?Qarawiyyin (Fez, 859) is an early example
of organized schooling.

* Humanist educators (e.g., Erasmus, Vittorino da Feltre)

) revived classical languages and emphasized moral
Renaissance

Europe hilosophy.
(14th—-17th?c.) P P Py

* Emergence of grammar schools for the merchant
class.

» Martin Luther’s “Catechism” advocated universal basic
Reformation (16th? £ literacy so every Christian could read the Bible.
urope
c.) P * Protestant territories began establishing state?run

elementary schools.

* Boston Latin School (1635) — first public secondary
Colonial America _school, but also offered elementary instruction.
North America
(17th-18th?c.) * “New England town school” model: one?room

schoolhouses funded by local taxes.

3. Institutionalization in the 19th Century

Country Reform Act / Policy Core Impact

* First compulsory, state?funded primary school
Prussia 1809 General School (Volksschule).
(Germany) Ordinance « Standardized curriculum: reading, writing,
arithmetic, moral
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