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Key ideas, why it matters, and how It can be done ectlvely

1. Why Assess Early Childhood Learning?

Reason What It Means for Children Impact on Teaching
Informs Identifies each child’s current skills Allows teachers to plan activities that
Instruction and knowledge. match developmental levels.

Monitors growth in cognitive,
Tracks ) ) Helps detect delays early and arrange
language, motor, social?emotional
Development ) timely support.
domains.
Guides Shows which concepts are Enables a responsive, child?centered
Curriculum mastered and which need curriculum rather than a one?size?fits?
Design reinforcement. all program.
. Provides concrete evidence of Facilitates meaningful parent?teacher
Supports Families _ _
children’s progress. conversations and partnership.
Demonstrates program quality to ) .
Ensures Strengthens continuous improvement
. regulators, funders, and the
Accountability _ cycles.
community.

2. Core Principles of Effective Early Childhood Assessment

1. Developmentally Appropriate — Align tools with age?specific milestones and cultural
contexts.

2. Holistic — Capture cognitive, language, physical, and socio?emotional growth.

3. Formative Over Summative — Focus on ongoing observation rather than single high?
stakes tests.

4. Child?Centered — Observe children in natural play and learning settings.

5. Inclusive — Ensure assessments are accessible to children with diverse abilities and
backgrounds.

6. Collaborative — Involve teachers, families, and specialists in interpreting data.
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3. Types of Ass

Type

Observational

Screening

Diagnostic

Performance/Portfolio

Anecdotal Records

Standardized
Measures

essment

Childhood Education

Description

Systematic notes of children’s
behavior, interactions, and work
samples.

Brief tools (e.g., checklists) that flag

potential developmental concerns.

In?depth analysis of specific skills
(e.g., phonemic awareness test).
Collections of children’s creations
(art, writing, projects) over time.

Narrative accounts of notable
incidents or milestones.

Norm?referenced tests with
established reliability.

Typical Use

Daily planning, identifying
interests and strengths.

Early identification of delays;
referral decisions.

Targeted intervention planning.

Showcases growth; parent
sharing.

Provides rich context for individual
progress.

Used sparingly for program
evaluation, not for high?stakes
decisions.

4. The Assessment Cycle (Step?by?Step)

1. Planning

o Choose appropriate tools aligned with learning goals.

o Set clear observation periods (e.g., daily, weekly).

2. Data Collection

o Record observations, take photos, collect work samples.

o Use simple rubrics or checklists to ensure consistency.

3. Analysis

o Compare data to developmental benchmarks.

o Look for patterns (strengths, gaps, emerging interests).
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4, Interpretation&De@iﬁli?'\/law%)od EducatIOn

o Decide what instructional adjustments are needed.
o Determine if referrals or additional supports are required.

5. Action
o Implement differentiated activities, small?group interventions, or enrichment.
6. Feedback & Communication

o Share findings with families in understandable language.
o Celebrate progress and outline next steps.

7. Re?assessment

o Return to step 1 after a set interval (e
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