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1. Definition: Waste management refers to the process of collecting, transporting, processing,
recycling, and disposing of waste materials in an environmentally-friendly manner.

2. Types of Waste: Waste can be categorized into various types such as solid waste, liquid
waste, organic waste, hazardous waste, and recyclable waste.

3. Importance of Waste Management:

O

Protects the environment from pollution.

(e}

Reduces health hazards associated with improper waste disposal.

o

Conserves natural resources by promoting recycling and reusing materials.

o

Helps in sustainable development and promotes a clean and healthy living
environment.

4. Components of Waste Management:

o Collection: Involves the gathering of waste materials from households, businesses,
and public places.

o Transportation: Moving collected waste to treatment facilities or disposal sites using
appropriate vehicles.

o Treatment and Processing: Includes sorting, recycling, composting, or converting
waste into energy.

o Disposal: Final step where waste is disposed of in landfills, incinerators, or through
other approved methods.

5. Challenges in Waste Management:

o Rapid urbanization leading to increased waste generation.

o Lack of infrastructure for proper waste disposal.

o Inadequate awareness and participation in waste segregation and recycling.
o Environmental and health risks associated with improper waste management.

6. Solutions for Effective Waste Management:

o Implementing waste segregation at source.
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o Promoting recycling and composting programs.
o Encouraging public awareness and participation in waste reduction.
o Investing in advanced technologies for waste treatment and disposal.

7. Role of Individuals in Waste Management:

o

Reduce waste generation by practicing minimalism and avoiding unnecessary
packaging.

o

Reuse items whenever possible before considering disposal.

o

Recycle materials such as paper, plastics, glass, and metal.

(e}

Properly dispose of hazardous waste like batteries, chemicals, and electronic devices.

8. Conclusion: Proper waste management is essential for maintaining a clean and sustainable
environment. By adopting responsible waste disposal practices at individual, community,
and government levels, we can work towards a cleaner and healthier planet for future
generations.
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