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1. Definition and Purpose

e Environmental law refers to a set of rules and regulations aimed at protecting the
environment and natural resources.

e It governs the interaction between humans and the environment to ensure sustainable
development.

2. Key Principles

e Precautionary Principle: It states that if an action or policy has a suspected risk of causing
harm to the environment, the burden of proof falls on those taking the action.

e Polluter Pays Principle: This principle holds that the party responsible for pollution should
bear the costs of cleaning up the pollution or mitigating its impacts.

3. Scope of Environmental Law

e Air and Water Quality: Regulations governing emissions, water pollution, and quality
standards.

e Habitat Protection: Laws protecting endangered species and their habitats.

e Waste Management: Rules for proper disposal and recycling of waste.

e Land Use: Zoning laws and regulations to prevent environmental degradation.

4. International Agreements

e Kyoto Protocol: Aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to combat climate change.
e Paris Agreement: Aims to limit global temperature rise and promote climate resilience.

5. Enforcement and Compliance

e Environmental agencies monitor compliance with laws and regulations through inspections,
permits, and penalties for violations.
e Citizens and environmental groups can also bring lawsuits to enforce environmental laws.

6. Emerging Issues

e Climate Change: Laws addressing greenhouse gas emissions and promoting renewable
energy.
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e Biodiversity Loss: Regulations to protect biodiversity and prevent species extinction.
7. Future Trends

e Increasing focus on sustainability and green technology.
¢ Integration of environmental considerations into all areas of law and policy.

These notes provide a comprehensive overview of environmental law, covering its definition,
principles, scope, international agreements, enforcement, emerging issues, and future trends.
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