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Introduction to Comparative Criminalg:g'
(A concise, organized guide for students ant practitioners)

1. What Is Comparative Criminal Justice?

Aspect Definition
Scope The systematic study of how different societies define crime, enforce laws,
adjudicate offenses, and administer punishment.
Goal Identify similarities and differences to improve policy, promote fairness, and foster

international cooperation.

» Cross?national case studies
Methodology e Statistical comparisons (e.g., homicide rates, incarceration ratios)
* Legal?cultural analysis (history, values, institutions)

Key How do various legal traditions shape the structure and outcomes of criminal
Question justice?

2. Major Legal Traditions

Tradition Core Features Typical Countries

» Judge?made precedent (stare
decisis) United Kingdom, United States,
 Adversarial trial process Canada, Australia, India

Common Law

e Jury trials common

» Codified statutes dominate

Civil L * Inquisitorial investigation France, Germany, Japan, Brazil, many
ivil Law
* Professional judges play an active Latin American states
role
» Sources: Qur’an, Hadith, scholarly
_ consensus . . :
Islamic Law o . Saudi Arabia, Iran, Pakistan, parts of
_ » Moral/religious foundations _ _
(Sharia) Indonesia & Malaysia

* Mixed criminal?civil system in
many states
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Tradition Core Features Typical Countries
* Indigenous or trilgyj&tem S
combined with formal law Many African nations, Papua New

Customary/Hybrid ) _ . .
* Flexible, community?based Guinea, some Pacific islands

dispute resolution

3. Core Components of a Criminal Justice System

1. Legislation & Definition of Crime

o Statutes, codes, and, in some systems, religious texts.
o Influence of moral values, political ideology, and international conventions.

2. Law Enforcement

o Police structures (centralized vs. regional).
o Powers of arrest, search, and surveillance.
o Community policing vs. militarized approaches.

3. Judiciary

o Trial Models:
= Adversarial: parties present evidence, judge as neutral arbiter.
= |nquisitorial: judge leads fact?finding, parties assist.
o Court Hierarchy: lower courts ? appellate courts ? supreme/constitutional courts.

4. Corrections & Penology

o Prisons, probation, community service, restorative programs.
o Sentencing philosophies: retribution, deterrence, rehabilitation, restorative justice.

5. Ancillary Institutions

o Forensic labs, victim?support services, parole boards, NGOs.

4. Comparative Dimensions
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Dimension
Procedural
Rights
Punishment
Severity
Police
Accountability
Victim
Participation

**

Comparative Focus Example Questions
Right to counsel, prsyﬁ&emﬂﬁoes bail differ between the U.S. (cash
of innocence, bail bail) and Germany (no cash bail)?

Length of sentences, death Why does the U.S. have a higher
penalty usage incarceration rate than Sweden?

Oversight mechanisms, use? What role do civilian review boards play in

of?force policies Canada vs. Brazil?
Victim?impact statements, How are victims involved in restorative justice
restorative circles programs in New Zealand?
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