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(Key developments, landm sting principles

1. Ancient Foundations

Era/ Civilization Notable Practices & Texts Significance
) Agora as public space for debate; .
Classical Greece ) Early model of open political
Pericles’ “Freedom of Speech” ) _ ) )
(5th?c.?BCE) i discourse in a democratic polis.
(Thucydides)

_ Forum for public speaking; Lex Julia Recognized the need for public
Roman Republic . i _ . . .
2 Empi (46?BCE) limited certain prosecutions discussion, though later curtailed
mpire

P for speech under imperial rule.

. ) Edicts of Ashoka promoting moral Showed state?sanctioned
Ancient India

instruction; Puranas allowed scholarly dissemination of ideas, albeit within
(Maurya, Gupta) o
debate religious frameworks.

Islamic Golden Bayt al?Hikma (House of Wisdom) Encouraged scholarly exchange and
Age (8th—13th?c.) and ijtih?d (independent reasoning) translation of diverse works.

2. Medieval & Early Modern Period

Period Key Documents / Events Impact on Expression & Assembly

Clause 39: “No free man

Magna Carta (1215, shall be...except by the Early legal protection against arbitrary
England) lawful judgment of his punishment for speaking against the king.
peers.”

o ) Gutenberg’s press (c.1440) Mass communication challenges
Printing Revolution

spreads pamphlets, censorship; sparks religious and political
(mid?15th?c.) P pamp P sp g p

Reformation tracts. upheaval.

Demonstrated power of printed dissent;
Reformation (15177 Martin Luther’'s 95 Theses; led to both increased tolerance and harsh
1648) pamphlet wars. crackdowns (e.g., Index Librorum
Prohibitorum, 1559).
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_ nstltut|onallzed parfamentary privilege;
Commonwealth (1642 of Rights (1689) — “freedom
set precedent for legislative immunity.

?1660) of speech in Parliament.”
_ Works of Locke, Voltaire, _ ) _
Enlightenment (17th? _ Philosophical arguments for natural rights
Rousseau; John Milton’s
18th?c.) to free thought, press, and assembly.

“Areopagitica” (1644).

3. The Age of Revolutions

Revolution Constitutional Milestones Effect on Rights
_ First Amendment (1791) — “Congress . .
American S Codified expression &
) shall make no law...abridging the freedom
Revolution (1775? _ assembly as fundamental
of speech...or of the right of the people o
1783) liberties.

peaceably to assemble.”

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of  Established universalist claim
French Revolution the Citizen (1789) — Art.?11: “The free to free speech, though later

(1789?1799) communication of ideas...is one of the suppressed during the Reign of
most precious of the rights of man.” Terror.

Latin American Constitutions of Haiti (1804), Mexico Spread of liberal ideas across

Independence (1824) — early references to press the Americas; varied

(early 19th?c.) freedom. implementation.
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