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Introduction to Cyber Law

(A concise guide for students, professionals, and anyone interested in the legal framework
governing digital activities.)

1. What Is Cyber Law?

Term Definition

Cyber The body of legal rules, regulations, and principles that govern activities conducted

Law over the internet and other digital networks.
Also .
Internet Law, Digital Law, Computer Law, or IT Law.
Called
s Covers criminal, civil, and administrative aspects of online behavior, data handling,
cope

electronic commerce, and intellectual property.

2. Core Objectives of Cyber Law

1. Protect Rights & Privacy — Safeguard personal data and communications.

2. Prevent and Penalize Cybercrime — Define offenses such as hacking, phishing, and cyber
?terrorism.

3. Facilitate E?2Commerce — Provide legal certainty for online contracts, payments, and
consumer protection.

4. Regulate Content — Balance freedom of expression with the need to curb illegal or harmful
material.

5. Promote Trust in Digital Services — Encourage adoption of technology by ensuring legal
recourse and accountability.

3. Major Areas Covered

Area Key Issues Typical Legal Instruments
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Unauthorized access, malware
Cybercrime distribution, identity theft, cyber?
stalking.

. Collection, storage, processing,
Data Protection &
_ cross?border transfer of
Privacy
personal data.

Intellectual Property Copyright infringement, software
(1P) piracy, trademark misuse online.

Electronic Contracts Digital signatures, online terms
& E?Commerce of service, consumer rights.

_ Obligations for critical
Cybersecurity _ o )
) infrastructure, incident reporting,
Regulation
standards.

Hate speech, defamation,
Content Regulation extremist material, child?
exploitation content.

o Determining which court or law
Jurisdiction & Cross _ _
applies to transnational
?Border Issues o
incidents.

Criminal statutes, Computer Misuse
Acts, Anti?Cybercrime Laws.

Data Protection Acts, GDPR (EU),
CCPA (California), sector?specific
rules.

Copyright Acts, Patent Laws, DMCA
(US), WIPO treaties.

E?Signature Laws, Uniform Electronic
Transactions Act (UETA), Consumer
Protection Codes.

Cybersecurity Frameworks, NIST,
ISO/IEC 27001, sector?specific
mandates.

Media Laws, Hate Speech Acts, Child

Protection Regulations.

Conflict?of?Law principles, Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaties (MLATS).

4. Fundamental Concepts

4.1. Legal Personality of Digital Entities

e Natural Persons — Individuals using the internet.

e Legal Persons — Companies, NGOs, and sometimes autonomous software agents (e.g.,

bots) that can be held liable.

4.2. Electronic Evidence

e Admissibility — Must be authentic, reliable, and preserved without tampering.

e Chain of Custody — Documentation of who handled the data, when, and how.

e Forensic Standards — Use of accepted tools and methodologies (e.g., hashing, imaging).
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4.3. Jurisdictional Challenges

e Territoriality vs. Virtual Presence — Courts may claim jurisdiction based on the location of
servers, the residence of the offender, or the impact on victims.

e Extraterritorial Application — Some statutes (e.g., U.S. CLOUD Act) assert authority over
data stored abroad.

4.4. Liability Models

| Model | Description |
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