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Overview of Constitutional Law
(A concise, organized guide for quick reference)

1. What Is Constitutional Law?

e Definition: The body of law that governs the creation, interpretation, and enforcement of a
nation’s constitution.
e Purpose:
o Sets the fundamental rules for government structure and powers.
o Protects individual rights and liberties.
o Provides mechanisms for constitutional change and dispute resolution.

2. Core Components of a Constitution

Component Key Features Typical Examples

Statement of purpose and guiding

Preamble o “We the People... " (U.S.)
principles.

Bill of Rights / Guarantees civil, political, and Freedom of speech, due

Fundamental Rights  sometimes social/economic rights. process, equality before the law.

Structure of Division of powers among branches  Parliament, President, Supreme

Government (legislative, executive, judicial). Court.

_ Each branch has distinct functions Veto power, judicial review,
Separation of Powers o .
and checks on the others. legislative oversight.

Federalism / Unitary  Allocation of authority between central States vs. federal government

System and sub?national units. (U.S.), provinces (Canada).
Amendment Formal process for altering the Supermajority vote, referenda,
Procedure constitution. constitutional conventions.

Declares the constitution as the o ) _
Supremacy Clause . Any conflicting law is void.
highest law of the land.

3. Major Principles
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1. Rule of Law — Government actions must conform to written law.

2. Sovereignty — Ultimate authority resides in the constitution (or the people).

3. Democracy — Power derives from the consent of the governed; often expressed through

elections.

4. Judicial Review — Courts can invalidate statutes or actions that breach the constitution.

5. Checks and Balances — Mutual oversight among branches prevents concentration of

power.

6. Protection of Minority Rights — Constitutional safeguards prevent majoritarian tyranny.

4. Sources of Constitutional Law

Source
Written Constitution

Constitutions of Sub?
national Units

Judicial Decisions
Legislative History
Customary Practices

International Treaties &
Norms

Description

Formal, codified document (e.g., U.S.
Constitution).

State, provincial, or regional charters.

Case law establishing precedent (e.g.,
Marbury v. Madison).

Debates, committee reports, drafts.

Long?standing political conventions.

Sometimes incorporated or given effect.

Typical Use

Primary source for
interpretation.

Complement or limit
national powers.

Interprets ambiguous
provisions.

Clarifies original intent.

Fills gaps where text is
silent.

Influences rights
interpretation.

5. Constitutional Interpretation Methods

Method

Textualism

Adhere to the framers’ intent or public

Originalism

meaning at enactment.

Living
Constitution

View the constitution as evolving with
societal changes.

Core ldea

Example Application

Analyzing the exact wording of a

Focus on ordinary meaning of the text.

clause.
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Using historical records to interpret the
Second Amendment.

Expanding privacy rights beyond the
explicit text.
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Method Core ldea Example Application

) Infer meaning from the overall Deriving implied powers from the
Structuralism o ) ]
constitutional architecture. separation of powers.

**Pragmatic /
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